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Famous BRITISH Courtezan. 


e fallen under their cognizance. This em- 
boldens me to put my hand to the work, without ſo 
much as an apology or a preface. But before I proceed, 
I beg leave to premiſe, that my only defign of publiſh- 
ing a work of this nature, is to point out, for the benefit 
of my own ſex, the various dangers and precipices to 
which we are naturally expoſed and betrayed by delud- 
ing man, who, forgetting that he is born of a woman, 
treats us with the greateſt inhumanity and ingratitude, 
as oft as we condeſcend to comply with his brutal appe- 
tites and defires : And to ſhew, both by precept and ex- 
ample, how to retort the cheat upon him, and catch him 
in the traps and ſnares he induſtriouſly lays out for us— 
againſt which we can never ſufficiently guard without 


. 


dear-bought experience, or a previous warning from 
thoſe who have been thus inſnared. DEE Ferran 
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[ 2 . 
HERE Chriſtianity, which bids us bleſs them that wr/? 
rs, and pray for our perſecutors, ſtands in my way. But 
this is a virtue too nice for fleſh and blood, which are 
actuated by divers paſſions, particularly revenge, to attain : 
And tho' forgiveneſs be daily preached up, as the nobleſt 
quality of a great ſoul, I never could perſuade myſelf of 
the reaſonableneſs of it. Our Maker, in framing us, as 


well as all other living creatures, implanted in us the ne- 
ceſſary principles of ſelf-preſervation z and tho” we can- 


not at all times guard againſt what may hurt us, reaſon 
tells us, that we have a right to retaliate the injury done 


us upon the offender, as the only means, in my opinion, 


to deter him from practiſing upon us again; whereas, if 
we allow him to paſs with impunity, he will never ceaſe 


doing us harm. And where, pray, is our reward? not 


upon earth, I am ſure. And it is hard to ſay, whether 
our ſuffering in this manner will bring us one ſtep nearer 
heaven. All I ſhall ſay of this laudable virtue of for- 
givenefs, is, that whoever is endowed with if, muft needs 
have a treacherous memory, conſequently liable to for- 
get favours as well as injuries: And this, we know, bor- 
ders too near upon ingratitude, which, we are told, 7s 
worſe than the fin of witchcraft. This, indeed, is not the 
only ſpecious virtue that ſtoiciſm and prieſteraft have in- 


troduced into the world, to ſerve private ends; and to 
give ſuch chimeras implicit faith, would be to render 
. ourſelves the moſt abject flaves of the creation, and ſet 
us, as often as we tranſgreſs them, upon the rack of con- 


ſcience, a term as fictitious and frivolous as the reſt of their 


imaginary virtues ; tho' the Clergy, for reaſons beſt known 


to themſelves, have made it a bug-bear and gnawing- 


worm to too many of the credulous world, who, with- 


out conſulting in the leaſt their own reaſon, receive for 


_ goſpel every article alledged by ſome of theſe pretended 


miſſionaries of Heaven; who make it their buſineſs to 
hoodwink the Laity, whom they teach, by wrong prin- 
ciples and prevailing cuſtom, to admire and eſteem many 


things as virtues, which are not really ſuch. And pray, 


what is more ridiculous and unbecoming a rational crea- 


ture, than to give ſervile obedience to the precepts and 
commands of thoſe, whoſe intereſt it is to keep us in a 


baſe ſubjection ? And who, notwithſtanding their gri- 
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mace and public exhortation to the contrary, uſe, in pri- 


vate, very cogent and perſuaſive arguments, to force us 
to a total unbelief of their moſt ſacred tenets, as often 


as they find their account in it. Is there any thing more 


common than to hear the pn of the pariſh denounce 
hl and d——n to ſuch as uſe freedom with a woman 
without his permiſſion ? tho? he cannot quote one ſingle 


verſe in either the New or Old Teſtament to back his 


aſſertions. There is not a ſabbath paſſes, but he de- 
voutly repeats, T hou ſhalt not commit adultery ; Thou ſhalt 


not covet thy neighbour's wife, &c. yet he is no ſooner out 


of his Sanctum Sandorum, than he walks with a demure 
and ſelt-denied countenance to the neighbour's houſe, 
whole wife, daughter, or maid, pleaſes him beſt ; and, 


under the ſpecious pretext of confeſſion, or pious exhor- 
tation, retires with the good man's beloved conſort, and 
charitably eaſes the huſband of the duty. which lies too 
heavy upon his ſhoulders : Nay, if he be a man of ſu- 


perlative abilities, he will alſo anſwer the ſpiritual long- 
ings of the languiſhing daughter; yea, the handmaid 
ſhall not, perhaps, be turned away without his bleſſing. 
Yet this hypocrite, as it he was of the cabinet- council 
of Heaven, pretends to explain to us the myſteries of the 

will and decrees of tne Almighty, and earneſtly enjoins 
us to walk accordingly, tho' he acts quite the reverſe. 


But ſhould any one tell him, that he ſays more than he 


practiſes, he would probably anſwer, Do as bid you, 
but not as I do; that is to ſay, Be ſober, chaſte, patient, 
and forgiving, that he may with impunity perpetrate the 


contrary Vices. Not that I would. be underſtood to de- 


cry all thoſe of the robe; far be it from me; becauſe 
there are, without doubt, a great many moral good men 
among them. My purpoſe is to thew my fair readers, 


that a long gown and band are not at all times the true 


characteriſtics of a truly virtuous man; and that there 
is nothing more abuſed or miſapplied than Religion, tho' 


the moſt ſacred inſtitution among men. Tis the gown, 


my friends, that covers the moſt inordinate and criminal 
paſſions, and gives a ſeeming ſanction to the moſt illicit 
actions. Is there a wrong ſtep taken by the Ott, to 
the prejudice of the public, to which our ghoſtly tathers 
do not atlent ? and were they not always uſed as proper 

B 2 inſtruments 


_ cal, and call Spintext. ; 


[4] 
inſtruments to behead and dethrone kings, overturn 
ſtates, and effect wicked plots? We ought not therefore 
implicitly to believe every thing that is conveyed to us 
under the cloak of religion, as the Almighty has endowed 
us with underſtanding and reaſon, by which he com- 
mands us to 17 or prove all things, whether they be of God 
or of man. | | 

I readers will readily ask, why I run out thus far in 
exclaiming againſt the Clergy in particular. I anſwer, 
becauſe I always found by experience (than which no- 
thing is more convincing), that ſome of them are the 
moſt profligate and abandoned of all mankind, void of 
the fear of God, as they know him to be merciful, and 
under no apprehenſion from men, having religion for 


their cloak and protection. But whether this imputa- 


tion be falſe or true, I leave the candid reader to judge 


by the following genuine account. 


To pals then over in ſilence my birth and education, 
together with the follies of my youth or minority, as 
facts not very material for my preſent purpoſe, I'll begin 
my narration with the amours and intrigues of a reve- 
rend Divine, whoſe name, as he is now in an eminent 
ſtation within the reach of the Penny Po, I will con- 

In the fifteenth year of my age, after my firſt undoer, 
as it is evidently known, ungenerouſly abandoned me 
to my own ſhifts, and the bounty of ſuch as could put 
up with a ſecond-hand, or rather a caſt-off miſtreſs, I 
was obliged to change my lodgings, which I could no 
longer pay for, and remove to a part of the town where 
J thought my diſgrace, nor my face, were not as yet 
known: but as tho report of my diſaſter had been ſpread 


through all the country, particularly among thoſe who 


were acquainted with my family, I was under an abſo- 


lute neceſſity of changing my name, as well as the place 


of my abode, and call myſelf Conſtantia. Accordingly, 
having diſpoſed of the little furniture J had remaining 


(for my hard circumſtances obliged me to pawn the beſt 


part of it for my maintenance), with which I purchaſed 


cloaths, and other neceſlaries, ſuitable to the capacity in 


which I was going to act, I launched out into the world, 
in the character of a young girl ſent from a remote coun- 


try- 


5 1251 
try- village, to rub off, by intercourſe with the beau 
monde, the ſhamefacedneſs and clowniſh carriage which 
are the ordinary concomitants of a country education. I 

had not been long in this corner of the town, when m 
beauty, of which, vanity apart, I had a tolerable ſnare, 
drew upon me the eyes of a crowd of admirers, and, 
among the reſt thoſe of the reverend Mr. Spintext, curate 
of the pariſh in which I lived, and otherwiſe a gentleman 
in pretty good circumſtances. This parſon was an inti- 
mate friend of Mr. Bri//5y my landlord, who paid him 
as much reſpect and deterence as ever the French did to 
St. Dennis: And, to do him juſtice, his deportment and 

public converſation commanded no leſs ; but otherwiſe 
a man of very depraved and corrupt morals, as you ſhall 

ſoon hear. 1 85 e 

BEING, as I told you, a favourite of my Jandlord, 
and, I believe, the tutelar ſaint of his wife, he had 
frequent opportunities not only of fecing, but alſo of con- 
verſing with me. So finding me a young pretty girl of 
no experience, and lately come from the country, as he 
ſuppoſed, he thought he could ſoon bring me to reaſon. 
Accordingly, he repeated his viſits, with which Mrs. 
Briſſoy was not in the leaſt diſpleaſed, as ſhe often en- 
Joyed the fruit which my preſence ripened, and which 
he cou'd not hitherto confer upon me. One day, as 
Briſſoy and his wife were viſiting ſome of their neigh- 
bours, his reverence came in, and, without ſpeaking one 
word, catched me by the neck, and kiſſed me. I pre- 
tended to be in the greateſt confuſion imaginable; and 
told him, that that was a piece of freedom very unbe- 
coming one of his profeſſion, and inconſiſtent with my 
reputation to receive from any perſon. My dear (ſays 
he) St. Paul commands us to greet one another with a 
© holy kifs: And who 1s, I pray you, more intitled to do 
© ſo than the retalers of the word? Betides, who can 
view thy. angelic face, and not with to fly into your 
arms: the leaſt touch of which would make the tro- 
© zen blood of ſeventy thrill through all the vital parts, 
© like the inceſſant current of twenty-five! Ah! theſe 
© heavenly excreſcences(ſlipping his hand into my boſom) 
< juſt riſing in their dawn, and inviting to be preſſed! 
What a lovely hand, white and ſmooth as BEN [ 
What 


(6] 
What ſymetry obſerved through your whole frame! 

But oh! theſe deli-ci-ous lips, on whoſe ambroſial 
< juice I could for ever feed " You are too free 
with your kiſſes, and too laviſh of your panegyrics, Sir, 
replied I (faintly ſtruggling), which, I think, I am no 
more intitled to receive, than it is lawful for you to be- 
ſtow. That is your miſtake, my dear, ſays he; for the 
more we extol the works cf the Almighty, the more we 
are in our duty : And who can find, among the works 


of creation, a ſubject which can give a clearer idea of 


the omnipotence of Gd than your exquiſite perſon? 
Happy is the man, continued he (graſping my waiſt), 
who ſhall have this little world, to explore the beauties 
thereof ; and for whom this treaſure is deſtined by the 


unalterable decree of heaven | | 


Hx was juſt ſtealing his hand up under my petty- 


coats, when a rap at the door, put a ſtop, for that time, 


to his extaſy, and rapturous encomiums. This proved 


to be Mrs. Bri/oy, who finding me and the pgrſon ite 4 
krete, and very well knowing his natural parts, began to 


{uſpect his reverence of double-dealing ; and from that 
period of time obſerved narrowly the minuteſt glance 
of our eyes. Mr. Sgyrtext, at length, growing impa- 
tient, and tired with the repeated reproots of Mrs. 
Briſſoy, who never ceaſed to upbraid him with a growing 


indifference, and coolneſs in his careſſes, which ſhe 


could impute to nothing elſe but the regard he had for 
me, began to ſlip anonymous letters and billets into my 


hand, as often as he had an opportunity ſo to do, with- 
out being obſerved. One of which runs thus, and will 
ſerve for a ſpecimen of the reſt. 1 


"P Hanks to my indulgent ſtars, which, tho' I am de- 
* Þ 


rived at preſent of converting freely with you, has 
not debarred me from pen, ink, and paper, whereby I 
am enabled to communicate, in ſome meaſure, the. Zn. 
cere ſentiments of my mind, and diſcloſe the various 
emotions which inceſſantly ſtruggle within my breaſt, 


and which my eyes but too plainly confeſs to eſcape your 
penetration. Vou cannot, dear Miſs, be ſo indiſcerning 


as not to perceive, that you, and you alone, are the 
cauſe of all my ſufferings, which if you did but ous 
| | wit 


175 

with an eye of pity, would become a pleaſure rather 

than a pain But how can I expect the happineſs of be- 
ing thus pitied by you, fince I plainly perceive, that in- 

ſtead of embracing every opportunity, which, indeed, 

ſeldom offer, of being together in private, you ſhun me 

as you would your evil genius, were it poſſible for you 

F to have ſuch, when |, alas! am obliged to hug my 

Oo chains. bleſs and adore her who impoſed them upon me. 
= Conſider, dear angel, my diſtreſs, with its fatal conſe- 
quences, if not ſeaſonably removed, by the condeſcen- 

ſion of the object which produces it ; and imitate the 

powers above, whom you fo much reſemble, by ſuccour- 


ing the miſerable, and pitying the ſufferings of one who 
glories thus to be your {lave. 
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T go' for a long time I made no other return to his 
epiſtolary expoſtulation than by the language of the eyes, 
at reading of which he had a wonderful knack, he did 
not deſpair of ſucceſs, could he perſuade me to remove 
to one Mr. /Zardin's houſe, a friend of his, who, he laid, 
would uſe me with the greateſt civility, 

Hz continued daily to urge me to remove to this 

friend's houſe, with which I at length complied. But 
the difficulty was, how to bring it about, without diſ- 
obliging Mrs. Briſſy, whom, notwithſtanding her jea- 
louſy, I always found very diſer cet and civil; beſides, 
leaving my lodgings in the middle of a term, without 
any apparent pr ovocation, or reaſon, would look ſuſpi- 
cious, and much more ſo, ſhould I go to his friend's 
_ conſidering the notion Mrs. Bri/ſoy entertained al- 
ready of our familiarity. 

M . Sp:ntext had no ſooner underſtood my embarrals, 
than he gave me to underſtand, that he would make it 
his buſineſs to remove the obſtacle laid in my way, with 
regard to Mrs. Bri/foy, provided I would condeſcend to 
embrace the firſt opportunity the . ſhould give me of 
Quitting her houſe. [told him I would. Accordingly, 
the firſt interview he had with madam, he artfully took 
occaſion to talk of me, and to depreciate me as much as 
poſſible in her eyes; for, ſaid he, I once thought her, 
meaning me, to be a tolerable good girl; but now I find 

| her to be a prying little cunning 58th ready to ſuſpect 
the 


— Greys: — 
—— — — » NG IU —— — * wa, 
OG: 1 


1 —_— 
2325 ret EE ” bo ” * 1 
- — 4 


184 


the leaſt freedom that paſſes between you and me. She 
met me the other day as I was coming out of your 
room, Juſt at the door, and faid, with a ſneer, I believe, 
Sir, Mrs. Briſſoy benefits much by your holy converſa- 
tion, and godly admonition. It is the fear, my dear, 
of being thus diſcovered by her, continued he, that 


takes away a great part of the extaſy and raptures which 
commonly attended our caretles ; and I am ſorry to tell 
vou, that, for the future, I muſt retrench my viſits, in 


order to maintain my good character, which has not 
been hitherto in the leaſt ſuſpected. = 
HALF this inſinuation would have been ſufficient for 


Mrs. Briſſay to baniſh the Virgin Mary from her houſe, 


had ſhe been her lodger; in my ſituation ; for no intereſt 
or friendſhip could balance the conſolation ſhe had in 
Mr. Spintext's charitable viſits. She therefore came to 
me, without loſs of time, and faid, that ſhe was ſorry to 


acquaint me, that ſhe was obliged to let my room to 


another young lady, who had been recommended to her 
care by an intimate friend in the country. At the ſame 
time begged, that 1 ſhould not be offended at ſuch an 


abrupt and unſeaſonable warning. Your warning, ma- 


dam, replied I briskly, with a frown, can never come 
unſeaſonably to me, while I have health to go, and look 
out for other lodgings ; and with that flew out of the 


room, and went immediately, according to the direc- 


tions given me, to Mr. Shinteat's friend, who, forewarn- 
ed of what was to happen, had a room ready-furniſhed 
for my reception, and very well adapted to the parſon's 
deſign; for it had a back-door that led into a ſmall gar- 


den ſo beſet with trees, that his reverence might paſs un- 
ſeen to my apartment as often as he inclined, tho! he ſel- 


dom or never ventured to come in the day-time. | 
WEN Mr. Spintext heard that I had retnoved to Mr. 


Il ardin's, he wrote me the following letter, under cover 


to my new landlord. | 


2F* IS with the greateſt pleaſure, next to the enjoyment 

of your dear ſelf, that I heard Mrs. Briſſo recount 
the tory of your abrupt departure. I congratulate my- 
felt upon being the happy, inſtrument of your leparation 
as it will be a means to bring us together, the thoughts 


of 


[9] 


of which make me already forget my late ſufferings and 
anxiety: Confider then what I muſt needs be, when 1 
ſhall have the happineſs of infolding thy ſlender waiſt, 
and breathing out my foul in a deluge of kiſſes upon 
thy balmy lips. Oh! that the ſun would haſten his 
courſe, and plunge the world in darkneſs, that I, con- 
ducted by the torch of Venus, might fly unſeen, upon 
the wings of love, and perch between my angel's arms : 
Till then 1 ſhall be the moſt impatient of all men. 


'T'was at a loſs how to anſwer this letter, ſo as to 
feed his fire, and preſerve the modeſty I made appear 
to him upon all occafions: But leſt I ſhould ſeem in- 
capable of writing, having never before blacked -paper 
to him, notwithſtanding his repeated ſolicitation to the 
contrary, I returned him, by Mr. Warden, the follow- 

ing anſwer. = VVV 
Reverend Sir, 
FE would now ſeem prepoſterous, after I condeſcended 
to come to this houſe at your defire, and with no 
other view than to have the benefit of your converſa- 
tion, as often as your time would permit, to diſſuade 
you from coming to ſee me. Mean time I muſt dif- 
cover my diſlike of your taking the benefit of the night, 
becauſe the malicious world, regardleſs of your ſanctity 
and my innocence, would readily ſcandalize us both, 
ſhould you, at any time, be obſerved coming to my 
room at an unſeaſonable hour. It is therefore my 
humble opinion and advice, with reſpect to your better 
judgment, that you ſhould put off your viſit till to- mor- 
row afternoon, when I ſhall expect the pleaſure and ho- 
nour of your good company, than which nothing can 
be more acceptable to your humble ſervant, 

: £ ConNSTANTIA., 
HA vING diſpatched this anſwer, I began to conſider 
what reception I ſhould give his reverence, ſhould he 
viſit me that night, as I expected: To receive him with 
open arms, at the firſt onſet, would not quadrate with 
the notion he had of my virtue, and make him, per- 
haps, underyalue his prize, as it coſt him no pains in 
| C the 


[10] 


the acquiſition ; for man commonly likes to meet with 


ſame oppoſition in affairs of this nature. I deſigned 


therefore to reſiſt his efforts, though ever ſo violent, 


till he ſhould come up to my price, or till I ſhould hook 


him into a promiſe of marriage; which was my drift all 


along, and which I thought one of his profeſſion would 
not pretend to violate, like the reſt of the faſhionable 


world, who glory in deceiving and ruining young inno- 


cent creatures, too much led on to their deſtruction by 


the natural bent of their own youthful paſſions. But 


how much I have heen diſappointed in my opinion of 
his veracity, the event will plainly ſhow. | 


Azour eleven o'clock, my gentleman made his ap- 
pearance, for the firſt time, at my back-door, which he 


_ (pulling a key out of his pocket) opened, and walked 


ſoftly into my room. He no ſooner entered, than he 
flew about my neck, and, without ſpeaking one word, 


| kiſſed me to ſuch a degree, that I was ready to faint for 


want of breath. Pray, Sir, ſaid I, as ſoon as J got my 
mouth difengaged, what means this profuſion of kind- 


neſs? Is it not enough to ſalute one in a friendly diſ- 
creet manner, without being thus ſuffocated, and almoſt 


kiſſed to death? Forbear, I intreat you, that I may 
peaceably enjoy the ſatisfaction I promiſed myſelf in 
your company, ſince I had no other motive in coming 
to this place, Mr. Spintext himſelf was ſo out of breath, 
that he could not directly reply; at laſt recovering, in 


| ſome meaſure, ſaid, Be not ſurpriſed, my dear Conſtan- 


tia, to ſee me all extaſy and rapture, ſince heaven can- 
not beſtow a greater bleſſing than the treaſure I have 
now within my arms. Nay, heaven itſelf is a joke to 
my preſent happpineſs. Not ſo laviſh of your enco- 
miums, Mr. Spintex!, replied I, interrupting him, left 


he ſhould farther blaſpheme 3 and let me ask you, what 
tempꝑted you to come to my room at this unſeaſonable 


hour; for none but Mrs. Briſſoy could find fault with 


Four ſeeeing me in the day- time. Love, anſwered he, 
likes to grope in the dark; therefore prefers this ſolitary 


hour to the brighteſt ſummer's day. Beſides, our con- 
nection is not as yet ſo manifeſt, as to prevent public 


cenſure, ſhould I avowedly pay my reſpects to you. 


However, my defign is to remove this obſtacle by mar- 


races *.- 


HF = 
riage, if you pleaſe, as ſoon as I am inſtalled in a he- 
nefice which a certain friend promiſed to procure for 
me. I am too young, as yet, replied I, to entertain any 
thoughts of matrimony, beſides the duty incumbemt 
upon me of adviſing with my parents before I enter upon 
ſuch a ſerious ſtate of life. You may conſult them, an- 
ſwered he, after the nuptials, as well as before, becauſe, 
| for our mutual intereſt, we mult carry every thing on 
s by witty the' greateſt fecreſy. However, if you make it a 
Point of conſcience” to ask their conſent, we will refer 
the ceremonial part to a proper opportunity; but that 
does not forbid us the enjoyment of one another in the 
mean time; for marriage, though reckoned among the 
vulgar and ignorant, a ſolemn tie and engagement, or- 
dained by God himſelf, is no more than the bare inſti- 
tution of man. | Ke Ids | | 
IT is true, the church of Rome, for ſome political 
reaſons, made it one of their ſacraments; * ſo little re- 
gard do the prieſts themſelves pay to it, that, notwith- 
_ ſtanding their frequent commerce with the fair ſex, 
none of them ever marry. Pray explain yourſelf, an- 
 {wered I ; for, upon my word, I know not what you 
would infinuate by enjoyment. My meaning is, re- 
plied he, in plain words, that we ſhould not heſitate to 
gratify ourſelves in quality of man and wife, for want of 
the public ceremony, which in itſelf 18 indeed but a meer 
chimzra ; yet, ſuppoſing it eſſentially neceſſary, am not 
Jas well qualified to give it its proper weight and ſanc- 
tion, as any other of my profeſſion? Our church con- 
feſſes, that antenuptial fornication is no crime; for the 
fruits thereof, if born in what we call wedlock, were al- 
ways legitimate: And let me tell you, that if all the bi- 
ſhops of this church would ſpeak with the ſame candour 
and ingenuity as I do, they would confeſs, that there is 
no fin in enjoying a woman upon any terms. To for- 
bid us the mutual ſatisfaction of one another, would be 
to fly in the face of God, who expreſſy commanded us 
to mereaſe and multiply, without giving us the leaſt hint. . 
of the matrimonial ceremony. Let us therefore improve 
our time, which is but ſhort; do all the good we can 
in our day and generation; and anſwer the grand end 
of our creation, that we may not be intitled to the 
| | ” $3 | curſe 
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eurſe intailed on the tree, which bearing no fruit, is to 
be cut down, and caſt into the fire. If there be no 
crime, replied I, in what we e call fornication, 
why ſhould the ſcriptures ſay, that whoremongers and 
adulterers ſhall never enter the kingdom of heaven ? 
By whoremongers, ſaid he, are meant in ſcripture, ſuch 
as make unto themſelves graven images, and worſhip 
ſtrange gods ; adulterers meaning only thoſe who com- 
mit that vile vice of ſodomy. St. Paul, tis true, did 
preach, that we ſhould not abuſe ourſelves with woman- 
kind, becauſe he knew by experience, that exceſs of that 
nature was hurtful to man's body; yet he bids us, when 
we find a ſtrong propenfity for the ſex, to marry rather 
than burn: As if he had ſaid, If your paſſion or concu- 
Piſcence is troubleſome to you, and your blood in too 
great a fermentation, loſe no time in applying to the 
proper remedy, a woman, the word marry ſignifying, be 
Joined to, or ingrafted in her ; whereas, if this cere- 
mony required any other ſanction than conſent of the 
parties immediately concerned, St. Paul himſelf would 
have made it his buſineſs to join man and woman toge- 
ther, upon ſuch occafions : But ſo far was he from 
thinking it neceſſary, that he gave no charge concern- 
ing it either to Titus or Timothy. Nor do we find any 
mention made of it by our Saviour, when he ſent his 
diſciples to preach to all nations, baptizing them, c. 
But, Sir, ſaid I, we have read of a marriage in Caua of 
Galilee, at which our Redeemer himſelf aſſiſted. Yes, 
my dear, replied he, but not a word of a prieſt; for 
that was only a convocation of people to make merry 
at the bridegroom's expence, and witneſs the contract 
of proviſion for children, as every parent is obliged, 
both by law and nature, to maintain his offspring, leſt 
it ſhould become a burden to the public ; which, you 
know, is a cuſtom {till ſubſiſting amongſt us. As to our 
Saviour's being there, it was a natural conſequence of 
his mother and ſuppoſed father's being invited to it ; 
yet we hear of no ſhare he had in this ceremony, but 
the converſion of wine into water; which he did not fo 
much in honour of the rites they were ſolemnizing, as 
tn obedience to his mother, and to ſhew his miraculous 

- eee power 
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power to ſuch a numerous concourſe of people as were 

then convened. _ | . | 
Bur why ſhould I, continued he, inſiſt longer on this 

topic, which is clear enough to the meaneſt capacity? 


We all know, that we were made for the mutual uſe ot 


one another—Let us therefore copy after pure nature, 
and imitate our grandſires Adam and Ii, who, without 
any formality or previous engagement, propagated, thro? 
mere inſtinct, their ſpecies, -and thereby anſwered the 
end for which they were created. e hey 

HavinG thus ſpoke, he undreſſed me with his own 


hands, and obliged me to go to bed, whither he ſoon 


followed, and in a moment became maſter of my perſon. 


tho* not of my affections, becauſe his falſe reaſonings- 


gave me a very bad impreſlion of his morals and vera- 
Bur, oh! how changeable is the temper. and uncer- 


tain the promiſes and proteſtations, of faithleſs man, 
who, notwithſtanding his indefatigable pains in ſeducing 
us, and the value he ſets upon us before we yield, is no 
ſooner maſter of the fort, than he vilifies his prize, and 
forgets the terms upon which we condeſcend to ſurreu- 


der. Yea, ſhould we at any time remind him of them, 


he has cunning and addreſs enough to elude and break 
them, without regard to his vows, to which he called 
God to witneſs, nor to the injury he does us, in de- 


priving us of our honour, which is the greateſt treaſure 


we are miſtreſſes of, and whoſe loſs ſurpalles that of life 
itſelf. His brutal appetite and concupiſcence is no ſooner 


glutted and ſatiated with our ſpoils, than he regards us 


with contempt and ſcorn—She, whom he lately idolized 
and adored as a deity, becomes now a baſilisk or a fiend 


in his eyes His tender endearments are converted into 
bitter reproaches and ſatirical invectives; and the paſſive 
nymph is treated with the greateſt diſdain, and that for 
no other reaſon than her caſy compliance with his earneſt 
ſolicitations. Hard, very hard indeed, is the fate of wo- 
man, who is condemned to have her affections won only 


by enjoyment, which produces the quite contrary effect 


in man. 


TE monſter had ſcarcely turned the edge of his ſen- 
ſual and luſtful appctite, by repeating the doſe, when I. 


 tound 


the be 
| lated, repaired to me, with a deſign to beftow the fruits 


TH] 


Fund a ſenſible coolneſs both in his carefſes and conver- 


ſation ; which gave me ſoon to underſtand, that his Iv, 
or even his regard, could not ſurvive his luſt. He now 
begins to retrench my ſubſiſtence, and forbids me to go 
abroad, under pain of being caſhiered; he viſits me but 


_ ſeldom, and never ſtays with me longer than the fit is 


upon him. Mrs. Briſſay (who always entertained him at 
her own charges) engroſſes now the moſt of his time; 
and his only care concerning Conſtantia, is how to get 


quit of her. 


T#1s treatment reſembled ſo much my late diſaſter, 


that I now began to regard all men in the ſame light, 


who, tho” never fo diametrically oppoſite in their profeſ- 
ſions and ouꝭ ward deportment, are commonly of a piece 


in their morals and private ſentiments, eſpecially when 
our ſex is concerned; which, duly conſidered, made 
me meditate a counter-plot, which, I hope, 'my fair 
readers will readily forgive me, when I tell them, that J 
manifeſtly foreſaw, that my fate had been already deter- 


mined, and that I was on the verge of being ſent about 


my buſineſs, with the only ſatisfaction of having been his 


reverence's proſtitute. 9 
ACCORDINGLY I pretended to be with child; but the 


_ difficulty was how to communicate my pretended caſe | 


to Mr. Spintext, who, I was afraid, had too much pene- 
tration to be thus impoſed upon: Beſides, he was no- 
turned ſo refractory and captious, that there was no ſpeak- 


ing to him upon any ſubject, but what he had broached 
_ firſt himſelf. But my circumſtances could not admit of 
too great a delay; wherefore, to prevent the impending 


blow, which every moment threatened me, I determined 


to explain myſelf the firſt time he ſhould honour me with 


a viſit. It happened opportunely, in the courſe of a few 


days after I had formed wy plot, that his reverence hav- 
ing been in company with 


a quorum of the fraternity 
(who, you know, drink always hard, and commonly of 
„ and finding himſelf more than ordinarily ſtimu- 


of his evening-debauch-upon me. This | judged a pro- 
per juncture to diſcloſe my mind to him; for I well 
knew, that his good-hutnour and complaifance, which I 


rationally imputed to his intemperance, could not ſurvive 


the 
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the fumes of his wine: Wherefore, before I granted the 
favour which his caſe at that time prompted him ear- 
neſtly to ask, I gave him to underſtand, that I was no 
more intitled to the curſe intailed upon the harren tree in 
the goſpel. What do you mean by that? replied he haſ- 
tily. I mean, my dear, anſwered I, that I am with child; 
and that it is full time for ycu to make good your en- 
gagements, and acknowlege me publicly for your lawful 
wife (which, in effect, I am before God and you), to 
fave our reputations, and free our iſſue from the igno- 
minious appellation of a baftard. This unexpected de- 
claration threw his reverence into a brown ſtudy ; but, 
at laſt recovering himſelf, ſaid, If you are with child, Con- 
flantia, you muſt do your beſt, firſt to get quit of it, and 
then to look out for a father to it. Are not you, my 
dear, anſwered I, the father of it? I do not ſuppoſe 1 
am, faid he; nor ſhall I be the fool to ackncr:lege what 
I ſuſpect to be the property of another. However, if 
you do not think it convenient to apply to the right 
owner, [I'll oblige my ſervant 7ac# to father it for a mere 
trifle, and the maintenance of the baſtard. Am not I 
your wife, replied I, burſting out into tears (which, 
thank my ſtars, I {till had ready at command); and why 
ſhould I demean myſelf ſo much as to put up with your 
menial ſervant, either for a husband or a father to my 
child? I ſhall never yield to ſuch a dirty propoſal. The 
world ſhall firſt know that you are my undoer, how in- 
humanly you treat me, and what a monſter thou art, firſt 
to ſeduce me by the dint of argument, and then aban- 
don and difown the chaſte wife of your boſom, who 
wanted nothing to be really ſuch but the conſent of the 
church, which, you ſaid, was in your own power to give; 
and whoſe only crime is loving you too well, and believe- 
ing your falſe deluding promiſes and proteſtations. But 
| know, thou ungenerous epitome of ingratitude, that I 
8 will never put up with this affront, and that revenge and 
as hatred ſhall henceforth baniſh all the remains of affection. 
I have for you. I know what to have recourſe to, and 
will leave no ſtone unturned to expoſe you to the world, 
particularly to your brotherhood, who, in juſtice, can- 
not fail to redreſs my grievances. Pray, Conſtantia, re- 
plied Mr. Spintext, would you have any man in his ſenſes 
| Marry 
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marry a common whore; or do you ſuppoſe me ſuch a 
novice in the feats of Venus, as not to have diſcovered, 
that | have been all along going in a beaten path? And 
as to your expofing me to my brother-churchmen, *tis 
what troubles me not in the leaſt: for my character, 
thank God, is ſo well eſtabliſhed in the world, as not to 
admit of a taint of that nature. The clergy, inſtead of 
believing your report, will readily conclude, that you thus 


attack my reputation through pique and malice, for re- 


proving you for your looſe and diſſolute life ; beſides, 


the ſcripture ſays, Thou ſhalt not bear a falſe report or 


accuſation againſt an elder, but before two or more wit- 
neſſes; and Where can you produce a ſingle one: Where- 
as my friend Mr. JParden will maintain and ſwear, that 
your ſpite againſt me is altogether owing to the friendly 
admonition and exhortation I have (tho? to no purpoſe) 
beſtowed upon you at his defire ; he can alſo atteſt, that 
his houſe had been ſo peſtered with your gallants, that 


he was often tempted to have turned you out of doors 


before quarter-day, had he not been afraid that the law 
would have taken place.—T his I think my indiſpenſible 


duty to premiſe, before I leave you to your own difcre- 


tion, which might perhaps lead you on to your deftruc- 
tion. Be adviſed therefore either to father your child, if 
there is ſuch, upon 'my ſervant, or confine yourſelf very 
cloſe within doors, till you are delivered, and then expoſe 
the infant, as it ſhall ſcem moſt convenient : I will take 
the ſame care of you during and after your confinement, 


as I have done hitherto. But finding me abſolutely againſt 


his propoſals, and fully reſolved to proſecute him accord- 
ing to law, which, thanks to the compilers thereof, is al- 
ways favourable to us ladies in ſuch caſes, whether right 
or wrong, he began to change both his tone and ſtile, 


and endeavoured to ſooth my paſſion, which I induſtri- 
_ outly indulged, to compel his reverence to a more fa- 
vourable way of thinking. My dear Conflantia, ſays he, 


J muſt confeſs you have all the reaſon in the world to be 
enraged at the propoſals I have made, and which I never 
intended you {ſhould put in execution. All my deſign 


in ſtirring you up to this degree of choler, was to ſee 


you once in a paſſion, that I might be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with your temper, before I acknowlege you 
publicly 


3 

ra for my wife. It is true my ſituation is ſuch, as 
told you formerly, that I cannot marry you at preſent, 
without running a risk of lofing the benefice intended 


for me by a certain friend, with a view to link me to the 


intereſt of his family, and ſo oblige me to marry a de- 
formed fifter, which he cannot diſpoſe of otherwiſe with 
credit: But were I once inſtalled in this benefice, 1 would 
laugh at her and all the world beſides, and take my 
charming Conſtantia to partake of my geod fortune. Mean 
time it concerns us both, continued he, to act with cau- 
tion and moderation, and conceal as much as poſſible 


your preſent circumſtances. I ſhall uſe my utmoſt en- 


deavour to remove the cauſe of your apprehenfions and 
fears by ſome chemical ſpecifics, which J have frequently 
applied with great ſucceſs. ny, pk | 
To this I anſwered, That I would never truſt him, or 
any other in his name, to adminiſter medicines to me, 
till I ſhould have his written obligation to perform his 
prior promiſe ; for, added I, how can I rely with ſafety 
upon the faith of a perſon who can eafily baffle me, if! 


have nothing but his verbal promiſe to ſhow for his en- 


gagements. Beſides, Sir, you have taught me to be diffi- 
dent of you for the future, by explaining to me the diffi- 
culties I ſhould meet with, in caſe of a tryal, to prove 
and maintain my aſſertions. Iam therefore very thank- 
ful for being in my pregnancy, which, I am ſure, will 
plead powerfully in my behalf, ſhould our marriage ever 
come in competition. However, if you incline, that I 


| ſhould comply with your laſt propofal (I think you meant 


abortion), you ought to give me ſome document in writ- 
ing, though never ſo trifling in itſelf, to make me, in ſome 
meaſure, eaſy in my mind, during my dependency. * 

- 'Tm1sput him to a nonplus ; fo that he found it abſo- 


lately neceſſary to accede to this laſt overture. , Accord- | 
ingly, before we parted, he let me have his obligation; 
whereby he obliged himſelf, under penalty of being pub- 
licly expoſed, to marry me as ſoon as his circumſtances 


would permit; but not, I ſuppoſe, without a diſtant view 
of becoming maſter of it himſelf, by virtue of the ſpecific 
which he intended to adminiſter unto me. 


WIkERTTORE, apprehenſive of the wicked deſign he 


had ppom my life, I clandeſtinely removed from Mr. 


ITT - 
Tarden's to a certain houſe by Shere-ditch, from which T 
diſpatched a porter, the next day after my elopement, 
with the following letter. 1 55 3 


Reverend Sir, : | | 

Pils with thegreateſt indignation and horror I hereby 
1 acquaint you, that I am not at all a ſtranger to the 
wicked and barbarous deſign you had not only upon my 
child's life, which is hitherto but in embrio, but alſo upon 
my own: to avoid which, I thought it indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary to remove timely from your inhuman friend's 
houſe, who, I ſincerely believe, would not only connive 
at, but alſo perpetrate, the greateſt wickedneſs your 
malicious heart could invent. Vou have, tis true, given 
me your obligation to make me your wife; but I hence- 
forth diſpenſe with that honour, becauſe, were I once 
yours, my life would be no longer my own. You may 
expect, nevertheleſs, to fee your name, character, and 
obligation, expoſed in the public gazette, if you do not, 
Without loſs of time, redeem the latter with a ſum of 
money; I will not ſay how great, tho' I give you to un- 
derſtand, that no ſum under five hundred pounds can 
ſilence the tongue and pen of her, who is no more your 
| Me CONSTANTIA. 


How thunderſtruck Mr. Spntext had been upon re- 
ceipt of this letter, I leave the judicious reader to judge. 
A thouſand times he begged of the porter, who had a 
ſtrict charge to conceal the place of my abode, to let him 
know where I lived. But to no purpoſe; for the porter 
ſtrenuouſly aſſerted, that the letter had been given to him 
at the Royal Exchange by a young woman, who promiſed 
to meet him there again about four o'clock, to receive 
the anſwer. It would have made any diſintereſted per- 
fon laugh to have heard the porter tell how he (Mr. Spin- 
text) changed colours While he was peruſing my letter, 
which he read over and over; and what ſtrong efforts he 
made to conceal his confuſion. But his guilt was fo 
painted in his face, that his hypocriſy, of which he had 
too great a ſhare, could not ſcreen him from the diſcern- 
ing porter, Various thoughts crouded upon his mind ; 
but which of them to chooſe for my purpoſe was the 

| | queſtion. 
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queſtion. Sometimes he would tell the bearer, that it 
required no anſwer ; and ſometimes call him back, and 
bid him wait for it. 
a woman's paſſion, provoked to the higheſt degree, as 1 
had ſeemingly been, he retired into his cloſet, with a 


view of ſoothing me to a belief of his love and regard for 


me, by the following anſwer. 


M dear Angel, 


Hould Gabriel himſelf deſcend from Heaven, to tell 
me, that you have taken ſuch a wrong ſtep as your 
letter mentions, I ſhould ſuſpect him for a cheat; and 
tell him to his face, that he was rather an emiſſary of rhe 
father of lies than an angel from Heaven. 
than the convincing proof of your hand-writing could 
ever impoſe upon me a belief of your proving falſe. It 
is not, my charmer, worldly ſhame, or public ſcandal, 


that I apprehend from your proceedings; no, theſe are 


but meer bagatells in. compariſon with my loſs. Tis the 
loſs of you that brings along with it a train of ills and 


miſchiefs, which I cannot long ſupport. But what pierces 
me to the very ſoul is your cruel ſuſpicion of my having 
a deſign upon your life] that life which is dearcr to me 


than my own, and all the world beſides. Is it poſlible, 
my angel, that you ſhould thus forſake and betray me? 
Shall I believe my. own eyes? or ſhall I rather believe, 
that ſome dæmon, envious of my happinets, has extorted 
the ſecret from you, and counterteited your hand-write- 
ing, to throw me into deſpair, and make me for ever di- 
ſtracted? This muſt be the caſe. 
that you are to be found no more in the houſe of my 
friend, I dread the worſt. Return, I pray you, to your 


old lodgings ; and diſpel, by your heavenly prelence, 


thoſe irkſome clouds of deſpair which hover over me. 
But if thou art abſolutely ſet againſt me, and deſigneſt to 
curtail my wretched life, which cannot ſubſiſt without 
thee, let me, at leaſt, hear ſrom thee, that I may once, 


before I die, glut thoſe eyes of mine (which muit flow to / 


their laſt tear in your abſence), with the heavenly ſtrain 
which ſhall diſtil from your divine pen. Your come 
| D 2 


Conſidering, at laſt, the effects of 


Nothing leſs 


But when J conſider, 


pliance 
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pliance in either of theſe caſes, tho' infinitely more in the 
firſt, will eternally oblige AE 
„5 : Your unalterable Slave. 


THr1s letter, you may be ſure, gave me great pleaſure 
and fatisfaction ; it plainly diſcovered how matters ſtood 


with Mr. Spintext; and that he was extremely afraid, that 


I would uſe him as his villainy deſerved. 
BEFORE he had time to meditate a counterplot, or re- 
cover from his conſternation, I diſpatched my faithful 
caurier with a ſecond letter, to confirm him in his ap- 
prehenſion; and aſſure him, that I was poſitively deter- 
mined to adhere to the minuteſt article I intimated in 


my laſt. 


"DIR, : : 
Should deſervedly ſuffer the puniſhment you intended 

to have inflicted upon me, were I fool enough to be- 

lieve once more your proteſtations of love and kindneſs ; 


ſince it is manifeſt, that my ruin and diſgrace is intirely 


owing to your deluding tongue. In vain therefore you 
would perſuade me, that you ftill love me. Your con- 
duct for the time paſt has put me upon my guard againſt 
you, and taught me to miſtruſt, for the future, every 
thing that ſhall come from your quarter. Vou ſeem ſur- 
priſed, forſooth, that I have taken this ſtep, ſo much to 


your prejudice ; but pray, is there a woman, were the 


not inſenſible, even to ſtupidity, who would not, in my 


ſidtuation, have acted the ſame ? *Tis true, I have not 


taken theſe meaſures ſo much with a view of ſaving my 
life, which, indeed, is hardly worth the preſerving, and 
muſt be ſtill a dead weight upon me, as of being revenged 


of your treachery. The whole buſineſs of this wretched | 


life, which you have rendered almoſt intolerable, ſhall 
conſiſt in imbittering your days, by publiſhing to the 
world how unworthy thou art of the character you gene- 


rally bear in it; and how groſly your practices bely your 


profeſſion. No conſideration under the ſum ſpecified in 
my laſt, ſhall hinder me from proſecuting you with the 
utmoſt rigour of the law.—You have no time to loſe be- 


fore you come to your final determination. Either re- 


deem your matrimonial obligation, or expect to ſee yu: 


[2] 
ſelf expoſed in your proper colours to- morrow, in th 
public daily papers by, 81 R, Oe 
5 t Cocts TAN TIA. 


Furs peremptory letter had the deſired effect. The 
meſſenger returned with the agreeable news, that, at 
ſix of the clock that fame evening, I ſhould repair to 
the Fountain Tavern, and there receive my money, 
upon giving up the obligation. Accordingly, having 
ordered the porter to follow me at a proper diſtance, 
J hired a coach and came to the rendezvous, where, 
to my no ſmall ſatisfaction, I found my old friend 
Mr. Warden reckoning over and over my five hundred 
pounds, at which my teeth watered ; for I ingenu- 
oully confeſs, that I never in my life thirſted more for 
any man's money than I did for the parſon's, which I 
acquired with as little trouble as poſſibly could be ex- 
pected, confidering with whom I had to do; and 
that this had been my firſt coup de Pinduftrie. Having 
received my money, without returning the obligation 
(for the fellow was ſo confounded with my preſence, 
as he connived with Mr. Spintext in his wickedneſs), 
that he forgot to ask for it. I went directly home, 
exulting in my good fortune, and promifing myſelf 
ſucceſs in whatever | ſhould undertake for the future, 
fince I ſucceeded thus well in an affair which had but 
a very bad aſpect from the beginning. | 
I HAVE ſtill Mr. Spintext's promiſe of marriage in 
my poſſeſſion ; and I believe his reverence is not this 
day without his apprehenſions, leſt I ſhould expoſe _ 
him, or come upon him for another equivalent ſum 3 - 
which I defign to continue in his own hands, for my 
laſt extremity. However, as my finances are now 
pretty low, through the general ſtagnation of trade, 
particularly of the branch in which I dealt, and he in 
very opulent circumſtances, I hope he will be pleaſed 
to conſider me, and thereby prevent any unneceſſary 
tr Ouble, which my hard fortune may, in proceſs of 
time, oblige me to give him. He knows where 
T live, fo let him take this hint as he ſhall think 
Proper, 5 | 
3 Bur, 
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- Bur, as the proverb ſays, //hat is got over the De- 
vil's back, is commonly ſpent under his belly, I lived very 
faſt, and my purſe turned conſiderably flatter every 
day. It was now high time to look out for another 
dupe to ſupport my extravagance, which I could never 
retrench, tho' I dreaded nothing more than poverty. 
My beauty, affluence, and ſumptuous entertainment, 
ſoon procured me a croud of viſitors and admirers : 
But the difficulty was, how to ſingle out a gallant fit 


for my purpoſe, rich, and eaſy to be fleeced. For- 


tune, at laſt, threw one in my way, who, tho' not ea- 
ſily duped, was immenſely rich, and ſufficiently gene- 
rous. | 

Tas gentleman (whoſe ſon is this day a conſider- 


able dealer upon Change) being then an alderman of 


the city of London, happened to come, opportunely 
for me, to a certain relation's houſe by Shoreditch,whi- 
ther I had been invited that afternoon: to drink tea, 
and play at cards, We were but four in number, the 
gentleman of the houſe, his lady, the alderman, and I. 
The match was already agreed upon; there was no ſe- 


parating man and wife; conſequently the alderman fell 
to my ſhare, which happened according to my wiſh ; 


for his cheerfulneſs and affability proclaimed him either 
a batchelor or a widower, after the interment of a 
ſcolding turbulent wife, rather than a husband clogged 


with the irkſome nooſe of matrimony. The word 


was I biſt, at which we ſcarcely play'd three rounds, 
when the victory declared in our favours: Upon which. 
my gentleman role up from his ſeat, and kiſſed me; 
faying, that I was undoubtedly the beſt partner ever he 
play'd with. I am ſure, replied the miſtreſs of the 


houſe, with a malicious ſneer (which gave a double 


entendre to her exprefiion), your lady plays as well as 


moſt women. The word lady was like to have blaſted 
all my hopes, had not the alderman replied, that I was 
able to teach his wife; for which reaſon I am deter- 


mined, added he, to come once every week to make 
a party at whiſt, if Miſs, meaning me, will be pleaſed to 
accept of me for a partner. This I thought a good in- 
troduction to the ſcene I was to act; therefore uſed all 

5 : the 
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the artifices peculiar to our ſex, to render myſelf agree- 
able to him, and feed the growing flame which I al- 
ready perceived in his eyes. When I was about to go 
home, he offered me his ſervice, which I, with an afs 


feted bluſh, modeſtly declined ; thanking him at the 


ſame time for his civility; and telling him, that I ſhould 


be glad to have the honour of his company in my a- 
partment, when he ſhould come next to our end of 


the town. 12 8 Ki 
HowEveR, before he went away, he inquired very 
ſtrictly concerning me; but all he could learn was, 
that Ilived in that neighbourhood for ſome time paſt, 
at a great rate, and entertained very genteely in my 
own houſe, where nobody was known to viſit me but 
the neighbours. The received opinion of me was, 
that I had eloped from my parents or guardians, for 
ſome diſobligements and croſſes in matrimonial affairs; 
yet that I had never diſcovered to any perſon there, 
who I was, or from whence I came. This diſcovery, 
ſtead of ſatisfying his curioſity, made him ſtill more 
anxious and inquiſitive, ſo as not to be contented till 
he thould decypher my hiſtory. Accordingly, in a few 
days, he came to my houſe, which was in his way to 
his friend's, and asked me to go along with him tb 
the rendezvous. I thanked him very obiigingly for 
giving himſelf the trouble of calling upon me, but 
ſaid, that I was fo indiſpoſed, that I could not venture 
abroad, tho” well enough to receive company at home. 


Upon which he modeſtly expreſſed his concern, with 


regard to my indiſpoſition; tho' one might eaſily per- 
ceive by him, that he was noways ſorry with having 
ſuch an opportunity of entertaining me alone. After 
the complements of the day were over, he inſinuated, 
that, ſince I could not make one of the party at whiſt, 
he would return home without teeing his friend for 
that day; intimating, at the fame time, that he would 
be glad to pals a few hours in my company before he 
ſhould go, if it ſhould not be inconvenient. Your 
company., Sir, replied I, will be very acceptable to 


me, as longus your time will permit you to ſtay ; but 
theſe few hours, I'm afraid, will ſeem tedious to you. 
1 p - 
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O madam, ſaid he, you do me a great deal of honour ; 


but I muſt tell you, that you ſeem to accuſe me of a 
want of politeneſs, in ſuſpecting that my time ſhould 
lie heavy upon me in your company. By no means, 
anſwered I; but we that are country-bred are not the 
propereſt in the world to entertain you citizens. Vou 
are then from the country ? replied he. I told him I 


was. Upon which he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and ſaid, that 


I betrayed fo little of a country- education, that one 


would readily eonclude, by my eaſy carriage and affa- 
bility, that I had been born and bred about court. 


Tis ſo far from that, Sir, ſaid I, that I have not been 


above a couple of months within the bills of morta- 


lity, and know no part of the town hitherto but Shore- 


ditch. Pray, madam, required he, why did you put 


up in this remote corner of it; for I ſuppoſe you come 
with a deſign of ſeeing the rarities in and about Lan- 


don, learn the cuſtoms, and partake. of the public di- 
verſions thereof? I anſwered, that I was rather come 
to paſs my days in obſcurity, for which reaſon I choſe 
that part of the town as the remotelt and leaſt fre- 
quented, particularly by my relations and acquaint- 


- ances, who would ſoon find me out, did I lodge in 


the court-end of the town. I find then, madam, ſaid 
He, that your friends have highly offended you, when 
you thus fly them? I would therefore gladly learn the 


_ . 


reaſon of your elopement, if it ſhould not ſeem im- 


pertinent in me, who am a ſtranger to you, to inquire 


or prey into your ſecret affairs. Not at all, Sir, an- 


ſwered I; your freedom is very welcome: for I do 
not ſuppoſe, that you inquire into my hiſtory with a 


view of communicating it to others; wherefore, to 


fatisfy your curiofity, I will relate the whole atfair, 
without varying in one ſingle circumſtance, as far as 


my memory ſerves me, if your time will allow you to 
hear it out. He thanked me for my condeſcenſion, 
and ſaid, that he would think his time very well be- 
ſtowed; aſſuring me, that I might depend upon his 
prudence and taciturnity. Whereupon I began my 
narrative, as follows.— ] am the only daughter of a 


wealthy gentleman in Wales, who always prevented 


my 


ta] . 
my wiſhes, and indulged me in all my childiſh imperti. 
nences, till I arrived at an age of being admired and court- 
ed by the young gentlemen of the county in which I lived. 
Theſe gentlemen made their addreſſes to me, which I re- 
ceived with equal complaiſance to them all; tho* one of 
them (whom I ſhall call Fidelius) had the aſcendant over 
me, and ſhould have been my choice of all mankind, did 
my parents but approve of it. But ſo far were they from 
this, that they repreſented him to me, upon all occaſions, 
as a libertine abandoned to all vice and immorality.— 
However, my affections were ſo well and deſervedly fix- 
ed, that nothing could ſhake them; and his love for me 
was ſuch, that neither the indignities put upon him by 


my father, nor the remonſtrances of his friends, who 


took great pains to ſhew him the folly of indulging a paſ- 
_ on, which, by all appearance, he could not gratify, were 


able to blaſt it: So that he never ſlipt an opportunity of 


paying his reſpects to me privately, which met with all 
the decent returns imaginable on my ſide. But this pri- 


vate intercourſe was ſoon diſcovered by my father, who 


_ thereupon confined me to my room, and debarred me 
from the uſe of pen, ink, and paper. My confinement, 
inſtead of leſſening my efteem ion Fidelius, increaſed it 
more and more: All my thoughts were employed in 


contemplating every virtue of which he was maſter ; for 


he was endowed with all the good qualities you could 
wiſh for in a young man. He was handſome to a mi- 
racle ; and his eaſy air, and majeſtic deportment, render- 
ed him acceptable to all who had the honour of his ac- 
quaintance, but my parents. Ioften wondered how they, 


who were diſcerning enough in every other thing, could 


be inſenſible to ſo many charms and good qualities as I 
eſpied in him, Surely, thinks I, their judgment. muſt 
needs be impaired, elſe they would never have hindered 
their only child from partaking of ſo many bleſſings as he 
is capable of beſtowing: Or it is common with all pa- 
rents to thwart the inclinations of their children in ma- 


trimonial affairs, without conſidering that the latter is 


more immediately concerned; and that their chiefeſt 
happineſs on this ſide of time depends upon a proper 
choice in ſuch caſes. But, Was | mine were not content 


with my confinement, and balking my love for Fidelius, 


bu? 


33 
but would alſo oblige me to give my conſent to whom 
N ſoever they would chooſe for me, as being, in their opi- 
F nion, better judges of what would ſuit with my temper 
beſt. To this I found myſelf under a neceſſity of giving 
a ſeeming approbation; which I did with the greater ala- 
crity, as I expected it would contribute to my enlarge- 
ment, and give me an opportunity of ſeeing, or at leaſt 
[ of correſponding with my 'dear Fidelius. Accordingly, 
. my father came one day to ſee me in my confinement ; 
| and, after he had repreſented to me the heinouſneſs of 
| | the crime I had been guilty of, in diſobeying tny parents, 
| 5 and placing my affections on one, who, he was ſure, did 
bl | 1 not deſerve them, he told me, that he hoped I was con- 
ll! vinced of my error, and ready to accept of a gentleman 
1 he had ſingled out for me, and whom he thought deſerv- 
ing of the beſt lady in the county. I muſt confeſs, re- 
plied I, father, that J have deſervedly incurred your dif- 
pleaſure by my imprudence, in offering to chooſe for my- 
ſelf in ſuch an important affair as matrimony, without 
your approbation ; but, for the future, I deſign to ſquare 
my lite by your directions, and give thorough obedience 
to whatever you'll think proper to enjoin me, eſpecially 
the choice of a husband; ſo that you have nothing but 
to name your will, and it ſhall punctually be obſerved. 


e 
* Wh 
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will impoſe nothing upon you againſt your inclination. 
What would you think then of Mr. Morgan for a huſ- 
band! Sir, If he is your choice, replied I, | have no- 
thing to ſay againſt him. *Tis very well, daughter, ſaid 
he; I henceforth free you from your confinement, ſo 
prepare yourſelf to receive Mr. Morgan for a husband; 
but take ſpecial care not to ſee or correſpond with that 
reprobate Fidelius, under pain of incurring my higheft 
diſpleaſure. I was ſo unacquainted with diſſimulation, 
that 1 was afraid leſt my father ſhould diſcover the cheat; 
but I had the good-fortune to perſuade him, that I was 
ſincere in all I ſaid ; fo went away the eontentedeſt man 
in the world with my converſion, and left me to rumi- 
nate on the dilemma in which I was with regard to my 
intended nup{1als with Mr. Morgan, a gentleman, tho? 
conſiderably rich, ſo much inferior to my Fidelius in 
parts and perſon, that I was ſurpriſed how my ert 
5 | 55 
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You are in the right on't, my child, faid he; therefore ' 


27 Tt 


could be ſo blind as to chooſe him for me, if it was not 


to thew the deſpotic power which parents pretend to 


have over their children, and which they frequently ex- 
erciſe mal apropos. Mean time, being releaſed, as I told 
you, I found an. opportunity of acquainting Fidelius (who 


was by this time deſpairing of ever ſeeing me) of my 


embarras, and of my approaching marriage with Mr. 
Morgan, to whom T had been already obliged to plight 
my promiſe, which I ſhould be ſoon compelled to per- 
form, if he would not aſſiſt me to divert the impending 


blow. Fidelius, upon hearing my diſtreſs, wrote me a 
very paſſionate and moving letter, in which he expreſſed 
the moſt tender ſentiments of a ſoul truly touch'd with 


a ſincere flame; but ſeemed rather to conſult my intereſt 
than his own paſſion. He adviſed me to obey my pa- 


rents, rather than incur their diſpleaſure ; though ſuch a 


compliance could not but prove very fatal to him. His 


ſoul was ſo wrapt in mine, and his grief ſo abſorb'd in my 


diſtreſs, that, forgetting his own peace and future hap- 
pineſs, all his care and thoughts were employed in my 


behalf, But, alas! what could he do? He plainly ſaw, 


that there was no oppoſing the will of an auſtere rigid 
father, ſuch as. mine was, and that my nuptials with Mr. 


Horgan were inevitable; therefore begged, that I would 


comply without oppoſition, and baniſh him for ever from 


my mind, as. the readieſt way to make me happy in my 
intended new ſtate. This generous advice, inſtead of 


letting my mind at liberty, and diſſolving my engage- 


ments, linked my inclinations-to him more and more. 
I found, that it was but a mere jeſt to pretend to force 
nature, and oppoſe the penchant of one's heart; and that 
love was a diſtemper too obſtinate for the wiſeſt coun- 
ſels, and the moſt perſuaſive arguments, to remove: The 


more we ſtrive to ſtifle it, the more it blazes and con- 
ſumes. Happy are they, thought I with myſelf, whoſe 


ſouls are not ſuſceptible of this turbulent, though ſome- 


times pleaſant paſſion. Their days ſhall paſs with unin- 


terrupted eaſe, and their ſlumber is not broke by whim- 
ſical dreams, or the chimerical deluſions of a love ſick 


brain. They have no cauſe to controul the will of cheir 
parents, and are happy in whatever choice others will 


make for them. But chis was far from being my caſe; 
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rival, ſince t 


all my wiſhes were center d in Hdelius, of whom I dreartt- 
ed both night and day, tho' ſleep was a ſtranger to my 
eyes. At laſt, through deſpair and reverie, I wrote him 


this inconnected letter; of which I am aſhamed to be 


author: however, ſince J deſign to prevaricate in no 


point of my hiſtory, I will repeat ic to you word by 


word. | 


Dear Fidelius, 5 e 
FF it were true, that our ſorrows ſhould grow lighter 
- by communicating them to others, my grief would 
certainly abate by being imparted to you. But, alas! I 


| find it quite otherways; for, ſmce I received your laft 


letter, in which you baſely agreed, that I ſhould, in obe- 


mind, and marry the man in the world I hate moſt, T am 


like to run diſtracted. Your tamely conſenting to ſuch 


an odious affair, makes me ſuſpect the ſincerity of your 
paſſion ; which, I fear much, you have indulged merely 
to diſconcert m 


d. 
F 


leaſt uncaſineſs. If this be the caſe, what 
I cannot fo eafily diſpenſe with you, and ſolace myſelf in 
the ga of your rival! But why do I call him your 


me, as if I never had had a place in your heart. 


Papo me, dear Fidelius!“ if I unjuſtly ſuſpect you. 

I am ready to recant, and believe that thou art ſtill the 

true, the loving, and conſtant Fidelius, I thought you to 

be, when T had we 17 55 of ſeeing you laſt in my fa- 
l 


ther's zardens. ſolitary walks ! in which we regaled 
ourſelves with tranſporting, tho* innocent, tales of love: 


Thofe ſhady groves, in which, methinks, I till fee you 


walk, and hear you ſpeak, have frequently been my 


| ſweeteſt retreats, and were the only joy I could reliſh in 


your abfence. If theſe imaginary notions can yield ſo 
much pleaſure, what tranſporting joys are thoſe which 
your real preſence would inſpire. But, oh heavens ! 
when I conſider that | am already, in a manner, betroth- 


- ed to another, conſequently ſecluded from thee for ever, 


what diſtracting thoughts poſſeſs my ſoul, which every 


moment threatens to forſake my half-motionleſs body, 
ae Re as 


meaſures, without givIDg yourlelf the 
at a pity it is that 


> thou art no more that fond, that loving F. 
delius] And that you now give up your pretenſions to 


center d in my Hdehus, 7 0 
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28 if it were on the wing to fly to thee. Conſider, my 

charming F:delius, that not only my happineſs, but my 
life alſo, is in your hands; trick, therefore, a medium, 
and aſſiſt me to avoid this menacing ſtorm, which hangs 
over me, and is ready to burſt upon me: And, as I am 
intirely devoted. to you alone, diſpute me with my craet 


kindred, and deliver me from the impious hands of an 


odious husband. Husband ! did I ay? it muſt not be 
while my affections are wedded to thee; he is rather an 
adulterous intruder, who would poſſeſs me againſt my 


will, Alas!.why do not you, inſtead of adviſing me to 
comply with my parents, urge me, in the ſtrongeſt man- 


ner, ta abandon ſuch monſters, and renounce the glaring 
pomp which their frowns and diſpleaſure can with hold? 
Theſe are but mere trifles, compared to the happineſs I 

figure to myſelf in your poſſeſſton. Why ſhould I there- 


fore heſitate to make my choice, fly unto you for relief, 


and thereby incur my father's diſpleaſure, which your 
fmiles can compenſate ? But whither does my wild de- 
fpair and roving fancy hurry me? Modeſty, aſſiſt me, 
and let me no further tranſgreſs your bounds. Means 


time ſuffer me, dear Fidelius, to affure you, that tho' my 


parents can diſpoſe of my perfon,' they can never 'alie+ 
nate my affections, which are, and ſhall remain; firmly 


WHETHER this letter came to Fidelius's hands, I can- 


not tell; and if it had, what could he have done? 1 


was ſo cloſely watched, that it was impoſſible for him to 


ſee me: And to have wrote to me, would haue been to 


no purpoſe, ſinee he could not write in a more tender 
manner than he had done before. In ſhort, the hateful 
day of folemnizing my nuptials with Mr. 14orgaz was 


approaching, and every thing ſeemed to be in the great · 
eſt readineſs for that purpoſe, but me, who locked more 
like a widow after the funeral of her beloved husband, 


than a bride. However, it was determined, that I ſhould 
be made a facritice to the caprice of a teſty and unreaſon- 
able father, who, to gild the pill, and make me undergo 

the task with greater alacrity, let me have four hundred 


pounds pin- money, excluſive of my portion, which, 1 


believe, would have been pretty conſiderable, had I ſtaid 
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dd enjoy it. This enabled me to put à ſcheme, which F 


had formed ſome time before, in practice; which was 
to abſcond in ſome remote corner, till I ſhould be given 
up for dead. In this cafe, I was ſure my intended huf- 
band would make his addreſſes to another lady, who, 
perhaps, might be proud to receive them. Accordingly, 
J was no ſooner miſtreſs of this four hundred pounds, 
than I went to conſult my nurſe, who lived in our neigh- 
bourhood, and was the only perſon I could truſt with 
ſuch an important ſecret. This ſympathizing honeſt 
woman, upon hearing my melancholy complaint, began 
to exclaim againſt the ſeverity of parents in general, and 
of mine in particular, who would force my will merely 
to ſerve their own caprice ; for tho' matrimony, conti- 


nued ſhe, be the moſt important action of one's life, yet 
it is, perhaps, the only action in which children are not 


allowed, even after they are arrived at the years of diſ- 
cretion, to chooſe for themſelves. A parent would rea- 
dily obſerve and challenge the diſproportion of his child's 


_ dreſs, but never regards the inequality of the age and 


temper of both parties, provided there is riches in the 


| caſe, which I am ſure cannot of itſelf yield any folid 


pleafure or ſatisfaction in the matrimonial ſtate; But, 


my dear child, added ſne, ſince I ſee it impracticable to 
put off this match, to which you ſeem to be ſo much 


averſe, without my aſſiſtance (for to adviſe with many 


might prove of bad conſequence), we will ſend for my 


brother, who is not far from this: him we may ſafely 
truſt with your ſcheme; and as he is acquainted over all 
England, he ſhall conduct you to London; which I take to 
be the propereſt place for your purpoſe. I readily agreed 


to this overture ; as indeed I would have done to any 


that could favour my eſcape. Accordingly the day for 
my elopement was named, and her brother was ſent for, 
who came at the hour appointed, with a horſe; upon 
which, after J had dreſſed myſelf in man's cloaths (which 
my nurſe provided for that purpoſe), I mounted, and, 


by the directions of my faithful guide, arrived ſafely in 


the netghbourhood of this place. All I apprehend now 
is, leſt, being advertiſed, and a reward offered to any 


who may diſcover me, ſome malicious wretch may be 


wicked enough to detect me for the ſake of the __ 
e —— : Tunis 


OS. 
Tx1s much thought I proper, Sir, to communicate, 
as well to fatisfy your curioſity, as to command your pity 


and protection, if, at any time, I may have the misfor- 


tune to be expoſed to the rigour and inhumanity (I can 
call it no leſs) of a barbarous incenſed father. 
IAM too well acquainted, Miſs, replied he, with the 
diſadvantages which commonly attend marriages patch'd 
up by parents, without the mutual conſent of the parties 
more immediately concerned, to diſapprove of your 
conduct. I therefore promiſe not only to conceal what 
you have related to me, but alſo to protect you as far as 
in me lies, from whatever injury may be offered you. I 
will like wife make it my buſineſs, if at any time you ſhould 
be advertiſed, to ſee you ſettled ſo as to be out of the 
power of your relations and acquaintances to find you 
out. I thanked him in terms full of reſpect, and told 
him, that I reckoned myſelf very happy to have ſuch a 
worthy gentleman as him for my director and confident. 
Ir was now grown late, and full time for the alder- 
man to go home; but before he went away, he asked 
me whether my caſh was run out yet. I anſwered in the 


negative. Tis not proper it ſhould, ſays he, clapping 


a purſe of fifty guineas in my hand; and with that took 
leave very abruptly, that I might not, I ſuppoſe, have an 
opportunity of returning his bounty. When he was at 


the door, he cried to me, that he would do himſelf the 


pleaſure to wait of me again as ſoon as poſſible. Upon 
which I dropt a curtſey, and retired into my cloſet with 
my booty ; exulting in my good ſucceſs, which promiſed 


me Aa rich harveſt of the alderman, who, I perceived, 
wanted nothing but an opportunity to declare himſelf. 
To ſucceed the better in my plot, which had already 


taken place, I advertiſed myſelt in the public papers, as 
if it were by my ſuppoſed father, and offered a reward 
to any perſon whatſoever that would give any account of 
me. I deſcribed my perſon ſo well in this advertiſement, 


that the alderman had no ſooner read it, than he came 


to gave me notice of it. Upon which I pretended to be 
in the greateſt diſorder imaginable, and faid that I was ſo 
lively deſcribed, that the neighbours, who already enter- 
tained a notion of my elopement, would immediately 
conclude that I was the lady meant in he AGVETUSMERES 
N | an 
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and would, perhaps, think they were doing me a ſer- 
vice when they would force me back to my parents, Be 


not, ſaid he, in the leaſt concerned about that; I ſhall 
take care to have you ſoon removed to a certain houſe, 


where you ſhall live in great ſecurity. Meantime, ſatisfy 


| 1 landlord for your preſent lodgings, let his demands 


e ever ſo exorbitant, that he may not have any reaſon 
to oppoſe your removal till the end of the quarter, or 


make inquiry after you. + To-morrow morning I will 


ſend a coach to carry you to your. new lodgings, which, 
I hope, is by this time ready for your reception. 7 
— AccorpinGLY, next morning, a coach came, and 


carried me to a ſtately houſe by Moor eld'; which I had 
| ſcarcely entered, when the alderman came to wiſh me joy 
of my new habitation. Every thing here was in the beſt 
order: Genteel furniture, wines and ſpirits of all kinds, 


a cook, a chainbermaid, and a footman in livery. All 


which pleaſed me very well; ſo that I had nothing fur- 
ther to wiſh, could I promiſe myſelf the continuatice of 


my good - fortune. But it was more than probable, that 


ſuch a grandeur and flow of fickle fortune could be per- 


manent. It was therefore neceſſary to make hay while 


the ſun ſhined. Thinks I, this is certainly one of the 


whims of the jilt Fortune, which ſports herſelf upon all 
occaſions with the various changes ſhe commonly pro- 
duces in all ſublunary things. Whatever we can call 
ours, is inconteſtably in her power, and ſhe diſpoſes of it 


according to her own whimſical conceit. Now, if ſhe 


thus diſpoſes of what is properly ours, how much more 
of thoſe benefits which depend upon others, and which 
we can no longer command, than we are miſtreſſes of 


the hearts and affections of the donators? Theſe were, 


you'll ſay, natural reflections for me, who, young as I 
was then, had been frequently diſappointed, and thrown, 


as it were, from the ſummit of blooming hopes to the 


abyſs of deſpair, and that by ungrateful man ! of whom 
I was now reſolved to be revenged in my turn, without 
reſpect of perſons. But matters were not ripe as yet for 


me to begin to Giſplay my parts upon the alderman. I 


was obliged to remain inactive till I ſhould have my gen- 
tleman fo linked, as not to be able to diſengage himſelf 
Without my per miſſion. I had not been long in this in- 
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action, when he gave me room enough to indulge my 
genius; for, in a few days after I came to my new lodg- 
ings, he began to reaſon me out of my pretended paſſion 
for Fidelius; telling me, that that gentleman, deſpairing 
of ever ſeeing me, would ſoon forget me, and make his 
court to another lady, to compenſate the loſs he ſuſtained 


in me. I ſhould be very glad, Sir, replied I, to be con- 


firmed in that opinion, becauſe believing that Fidelius was 
eaſy in his mind, would contribute not a little to my hap- 
pineſs. And who ſhould then be the happy man, required 


he, whom you ſhould chooſe for a husband? I told him, 


that my choice had been already made; for that I was de- 


termined to marry no man, ſince I had not the approba- 


tion of my friends to wed the man I loved beft. But 
pray, Madam, ſaid he, how do you propoſe to maintain 


yourſelf in a fingle life, without remittances irom your 


father; which you muſt never expect while you continue 
concealed ? I gave him to underſtand, that my laſt re- 


ſource ſhould be a convent, but that I was afraid ſuch a 


ſtep might put it out of my power to repay him for the 


charges and trouble he was pleaſed to give himſelf upon 
my account ; therefore begged, that he would not only 
retrench his bounty for the future, but alſo receive what 


he had already given, ſince I had no apparent way of 


making him a ſuitable return. To this he anſwered, that 
he ſhould be very ſorry to ſee me reduced to that laſt 
ſhift, a convent ; whither, continued he, no woman but 
ſuch as finds herſelf unfit for the world, ought to retire ; 
and to which I ſhould never have occaſion to go, ſhou'd 
I be adviſed by him: and as to what I have done for you 
already, ſays he, they are but the forerunners of the fa- 
vours I intend to beſtow upon you. Your bounty and 


generoſity, Sir, replied I, would oblige me, were it even 


contrary to my inclination to yield to your better judg- 


ment. I therefore abandon myſelf to your direction and 


diſcretion Madam, faid he, interrupting me, a bargain 


let it be, and let us ſeal it with a kiſs ; which I vouchſafed 


to grant him with ſeeming reluctance, ſaying, that I hoped 
he would not take advantage of my condeſcenſion. Ee 


does not deſerve, Mils, replied he, to be eſteemeq as a 
man, who would not take a lady, eſpecially an agreeable Þ} 


one, at her word, when it touches him in point of gal- 
lantry. I am determined there:ore, that you ſhall have 
no reaſon to complain of me on that ſcore. You wicely- 

| F miſtake 
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miſtake my words, Sir, anſwered I, if you ſuppoſe I meant 
you as my gallant; tho”, to tell you my mind, were [ 


ef to accept of any one upon theſe terms, you 
ſhould probably be the man: but I give you my word I 


had no ſuch thing in view. Whether you meant it, or 


no, Madam, replied the alderman, I am determined to 


take your words in that ſenſe, for two reaſons ; firſt, be- 


- cauſe they admit of fuch a conſtruction ; and, ſecondly, 


becauſe I cannot be happy without you. Mean time at. 
ſure yourſelf, dear Miſs, added he, that you ſhall meet 
with all the civility imaginable from me. I ſhall always 
take care to furniſh you with proper neceſſaries of life 
while I live, and put you out of the power of my friends 


after my death. To this I made no other reply than what 
my bluſhes, confuſton, and filence, which he took for a 


good omen, gave him to gueſs. Every thing ſeemed to 


_ favour his deſign; night was approaching, and nothing 


ſtood in his way to happineſs, as he called it, but the feeble 
reſiſtance he expected from me, who, he ſaw, was al- 
ready paſt the chanel, and more than half ſeas over. 

AFTER we had ſupped, and drank a few glaſſes of ex- 
cellent Champagne, he began to ſpeak with greater free- 
In ſhort, he ſtre- 


for ſome time, by introducing ſomething divert- 
ing, with a view to raiſe his paſſion to ſuch a height as 
might render him incapable of judging whether he enjoy- 
ed my firſt fruits, or not. And let me tell you, by the 
bye, that I had uſed, for ſome time before, proper ſtyptics 
and aſtringents, to impoſe upon his judgment in that point, 

At laſt, when he would be no longer denied, I conde- 


ſcended to go to bed, with the proviſo, that tho? he was 


permitted to lie by me, he ſhould offer me no violence. 
But we had no ſooner laid down, than the woman came 
upon me, and he ſoon obtained the favour which he fo 
earneſtly preſſed for, and which coſt him, in the end, very 
deaf 2s you ſhall learn by the ſequel. 

Thus enjoyed, I upbraided him with a breach of truſt, 
— exclaimed againſt the whole ſex, who, continued 1, 


always take advantage of the credulity and caſineſs of weak 


innocent young girls, who, apprehending no fallacy or 


_ . deceit in man, are eaſily decoyed ; which I now but too 


well know, to my woful experience. He endeavoured to 
_—_— my pretended choler, which, indeed, I had acted 
to 
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to the life, by telling, that he would uſe me, in every re- 
ſpect, as if I were his lawful wife, tho* he could not con- 
fer that name upon me, in as far as he had the misfortune 
to be tied to another, whom he could never love as be- 
came a husband, for no other reaſon but becauſe his fa- 
ther obliged him to marry her. He highly extolled the 
Mahometan law, which, added he, tolerates polygamy, and 
permits every individual to have as many wives as he can 
handſomely maintain. Finding, at length, that his rheto- 
Tic was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs my fighs, he endeavour- 
ed to ſtifle them with repeated kiſſes, &c. in which he 
ſucceeded admirably well. The night was now far ſpent; 
and my gentleman, in a manner exhauſted, thought pro- 
per to go home, and ſleep away his intemperance with 
her who had been too long his wife to be able to divert 
him in any other ſhape more agreeably. Before he went 
away, he embraced me in a moſt tender and affectionate 
manner; aſſuring me, at the ſame time, that he would ſlip 
no opportunity of paying his reſpects to me. The alder- 
man was ſcarcely gone, when a thouſand thoughts ruſh'd 
into my mind. e 1 

Tno' this gentleman, reaſoned I with myſelf, be cau- 
tious and prudent enough to keep that a fecret, which, if 
propagated, might be of bad conſequence to himielf, yet 
our domeſtics, though his own creatures, are ſtill but ſer- 
vants ; conſequently ready, upon all occaſions, to take a 
liberty of expoſing the enormities of the family they live 
in: If ſo, then our commerce cannot be of a long dura- 
tion, and I am again expoſed to my ſhifts and inventions, 
which cannot be always equally fertile and fortunate. 
Some proviſion therefore muſt be made for the rainy day, 
while it is in our power; for an opportunity once loſt 
cannot be regained by repentance, * [1s true the alderman 
is generous, and gratitude bids me uſe him difcreetly ; 
but, thinks I, what have I to do with gratitude ? He is a 
man, and as ſuch muſt be treated; beſides, this is my 
trade, and I muit live by it. Does any perſon ſeruple to 
take the beſt price he can get for his commodity, of what- 
ever denomination it may ꝓe, provided there is a bidder 
for it? Surely not. No mgre ſhall I. My gallant, I muſt 
own, is bountiful enoughy while his love, or rather luſt, 
for me, continues: But who can tell how long it may 
laſt; for the keeneſt appetite is ſoon cloyed ; and he that 
is capable of cheating and 8 the chaſte wife of his bo- 


2 ſom, 
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fom, will not, I am ſure, heſitate to abandon his whore, 
when he is ſufficiently palled, and ſees that keeping of her 
derogates from his intereſt, and hourly endangers the 
peace of his family. All which, duly conſidered, deter- 
mined me to act for my own intereſt, without regard to 
conſcience, which, thank my ſtars, was never yet a bar to 
my operations, or the intentions of my gallant, which I 
could not fathom till it was, perhaps, too late to execute 
my deſign. However, the grandeur in which he kept me 
pleaſed me ſo well, that I reſolved to give him no trouble 
till I found a ſenſible change in his affections; which, to 
do him juſtice, laſted longer than could be expected, con- 
ſidering how he has ſituated ; for his lady ſoon found out, 
that his regard for her daily decreaſed, for which ſhe 
could aſcribe no apparent reaſon; yet knowing her hus- 
band to be a man of parts that never before failed in fa- 
mily duty, ſhe began to ſuſpect him of ſome clandeſtine 
amour. Accordingly, ſhe employed ſpies to dodge him 
as oft as he went abroad: ſo that he was at laſt obliged, 
when he intended to ſee me, to pretend ſome buſineſs out 
of town; and, by that means, ſpent ſometimes whole 
weeks in my company. N Ea is 
Tired, at length, of this conſtant reſtraint, and, per- 
haps, cloyed too, he told me one day, with a ſerious air, 
that his affairs were in ſuch great diſorder, for want of due 
attendance, that he ſhould be obliged, for the future, to 
keep cloſe at home ; and that I would do well to return 
to my parents, who, he was ſure, would receive me with 
open arms, and acknowlege themſelves in the wrong for 
having offered to force my inclinations. To this I an- 
ſwered, that he needed not make ſuch a long preamble, 
to let me know, that he was tired of me; for that I was 
ſenſible enough of his growing indifference, towards me 
every day, tho' my hard circumſtances obliged me to put 
up with it, and ſmother my reſentment. But as to my 
returning home, continued [, burſting out into a flood of 
tears, it is what I am abſolutely againſt ; for I ſhall never 
be able to look any one of my friends in the face, with 
the loſs of my honour: beſides, I do not know but I am 
with child ; and pray, what ſhould become of me in that 
caſe ? However, ſince we muſt part, and that I cannot re- 
turn to my parents while I have the leaſt ſuſpicion of my 
being in my pregnancy, let me have a competent ſum of 
money to maintain my ſelf and babe, if I ſhall have the 
| e mis- 


„ 
misfortune of ſurviving: the birth of it, in ſome obſcyre 
corner, where I may lie concealed from you, as well as 
from every other acquaintance. Indeed Clariſſa, ſaid he, 
(for that was the name by which I went then) my affairs 
and credit are at too low an ebb to admit of the leaſt di- 
minution. However, to ſhew you how ready I am to 
ſerve you, I ſhall make a ſtretch to let you have one hun- 
dred pounds ; which, in the words of an honeſt dealer, 
is too much, confidering my preſent circumſtances. One 
hundred pounds, Sir? anſwered J, in a great paſſion. 
Why, Sir, you muſt needs be curſedly low, if you can 
ſpare no more; but I let you to know, that I am not al- 
together ſo ſilly as you take me to be ; and that I will 


not be turned off at ſuch an eaſy rate: No, Sir, you muſt | 


firſt. come down nine times one hundred with that, before 
I draw my diſcharge : My character is already ruined ; 


and I am reſolved, that yours ſhall not eſcape public exa- 
mination, if you don't do me juſtice : So I beg you would 
conſider, that the peace of your family depends much up- 


on your future conduct towards me. Madam, faid he, I 
find your paſſion has got the better of your judgment; 
wherefore I leave you to cool a little, that you may be 
able to conſider more deliberately of what ſtep you ought 
to take. Having thus ſpoke, he left me very abruptly, 
without wiſhing me a good day. 

 TwairTED a conſiderable time, with impatience, for 


the alderman's return ; but to no purpoſe. This obliged 


me to ſend my footman (who, tho” formerly a creature of 
the alderman, was by this time intirely in my intereſt, 
for reaſons beſt known to ourſelves) with the following 
letter. | 


. 
HIS is to acquaint you, that if you do not immc- 
* diately repair to this place, and bring along with you 
the ſum already ſpecified, or the conditions of an equi- 
valent aliment, I ſhall forthwith go to your houſe, and 
lay the whole ſcene open to your ſpouſe, let the conſe- 
quence be what it will. | 


TRE alderman was ſo intimidated by this menacing let- 
ter, that he came along with the bearer. I received him 
with an air which gave him to underſtand, that I did not 
reckon myſelf in the leaſt obliged to him for his viſit. 
However, he begged me, in the humbleſt manner, that 


„ 


ltr ww_co 
al — . — 
— — eta ons fer AEST 


PPP - 


—— - 2 — — . 
. — ADA Gnome oem no — —— 


[38] 
I would have a regard to his circumſtances, which, faid 
he, are very hard at preſent. I anſwered, that I had been 
credibly informed, that his affairs were on as good a foot- 
ing as ever; and that | was therefore determined to have 
one thouſand pounds of his money, which, added J, is 
little enough for the loſs of my honour and reputation. 
When he ſaw, that no conſideration could make me bate 
a farthing of the aforeſaid ſum, he pulled out a canvas 
bag, containing five hundred pounds, and a letter-caſe, 


with notes of the like ſum, which he, in a paſſion, threw 


into my lap, ſaying, that my honour and reputation, as 
I called it, coſt him curſedly dear: But may I be, damn- 


ed, added he, if ever IJ am caught ſo again. Mean time, 


Madam, I defire you would remove from this houſe as 
ſoon as poſſible, and deliver the keys to the footman. 
Having thus ſpoke, he ruſhed out like a madman. He 
was no ſooner gone, than ] ſent the footman for a pawn- 
broker, who lived in our neizzhbourhood, to purchaſe the 


furniture of the houſe, which the neighbours believed 


was my property. When the pawnbroker came, I told 
him, that as my buſineſs called me over to France, I was 
neceſſitated to diſpoſe of my furniture, tho* much againſt 


my will, for money to defray my charges; ſo berged he 


would be ſo good as to let me have a certain ſum of mo- 
ney for it. Why, Madam, faid he, I ſeldom deal in 
goods of that nature, yet to ſerve you, as you are diffi- 


cCulted, I'll advance as much as I can for it, if you pro- 


miſe to redeem jt again. I told him I would with all my 
heart; and that I preferred that to the ſelling of it. Ac- 


cordingly, when he had looked over all the furniture, he 


profered me one hundred and fifty pounds; of which I 
very thankfully accepted, tho' far below the value of the 
goods, leſt I ſhould, by graſping at too much, run the 
risk of lofing all. „ op odes _— | 
Tus miſtreſs of eleven hundred and fifty,pounds, be- 
ſides the remainder of my firſt purchaſe, I next appear- 
ed in Ned-Lion Square, where I had not lived long, 
hen an old batchelor, whoſe name we will conceal, and 


call the Juſtice of peace, in which character he then act- 


ed, made his addreties to me, not in what we call the ho- 


nourable way, but with a view of gaining me, on terms 
the men call Keeping. I pretended for a long time to be 
greitly offended with the liberty he aſſumed; and told 
him one day, that I was at a lois to know what ſtep of my 

| 5 conduct 


6 
conduct could encourage him, or any man whatſoever, 
to make me ſuch baſe overtures; and thanked God my 
youth and opulence might procure me as good à match as 
he could pretend to be, on more honourable terms, if I 
was inclined to become ſubſervient to man, who, added 
I, acts the tyrant more than the loving husband, in the 
matrimonial ſtate; and thinks woman was given him to 


be his ſlave, not his companion. So begged he would not 


ſolicit me any more upon that ſcore. Why, Madam, ſays 


he, you have all the reaſons imaginable, I muſt confeſs, 
to be diſpleaſed with the propoſal l have made you; but 


did you know the motives which induced me to offer my 
ſervice to you in that ſhape, you would, at leaſt, pardon 
the indignity offered your reputation, if not comply with 


my requeſt. Aſſure yourſelf, Sir, anſwered I, that no 


conſideration ſhall make me yield to your requeſt, let the 
conditions be ever ſo advantageous, without the ſanction 


of the church. However, I ſhould be glad to hear your 


reaſons for addreſſing me in the character of a libertine. 


Know then, Madam, ſaid the Juſtice, ſince I muſt relate 


a ſtory which indeed grieves me to think on, that in my 


younger years | had the misfortune to love a young lady, 


who, in all appearance, was a miracle of nature, accom- 

pliſhed in every good quality, which rendered her the 
ornament of her own ſex, and the admiration of ours. 
Nature had been rather too profuſe in forming her perſon, 
which excelled the ſtrongeſt idea your fancy can ſuggeſt to 
you, of a moſt beautiful Venus; and, what is ſtill more 
rare, her wit and good ſenſe vied with her beauty; fo that 
her acquaintance were at a loſs which to eſteem moſt, 
her parts or her perſon. Thouſands made their court to 

her; and tho? ſhe gave them no great encouragement, or” 
hopes of ſucceſs, they could not ſay but they were receiv- 
ed with the greateſt civility and complaiſance by Euphige- 

714 (for that was her name) who behaved with ſuch cir- 
cumſpection towards them all, that every individual 
thought himſelf happy even in his repulſe, becauſe every 


one met with the ſame fate, and equally ſhared her good 


graces. Happy might I have been had 1 been claſſed with 
thoſe gentlemen whom Eupbigenia thus refuſed ; but fate 
would have it otherwiſe, and I was declared her victim : 
It happened, by ſome unlucky accident, that I faw her 
one day in church ; and loved her to diſtraction, without 
knowing any thing of her private or public character. I 
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was reſolved to wait till prayers (which, by the bye, in- 

groſſed none of my thoughts, or attention, ſince I obſer | 
ed Euphigenia) were done, that I might diſcover where ſhe | 
lived, or at leaſt learn who ſhe was; for I was ſure ſuch | 
an exquiſite creature could not but be well known to the 
inhabitants of that village, in which I was then but a| 
ſtranger. During divine worſhip my eyes were ſo fixed | 


upon Euphigenia, that ſhe ſeemed to be the only idol IF 


adored ; which ſhe ſoon perceived, but took no notice] 
of it, further than to let me know, that ſhe obſerved me 
among the crowd of admirers which inceſſantly gazed Þ 
upon her. When the ſervice was done I followed her 


out of church. We were ſcarcely out of the choir, when 


I heard man, woman, and child, cry out, Oh the prett; 
47:75 B. Upon which I took occaſion to ask, who 
was that Miſs B— whom every one ſeemed to admire ſo 


much? What, ſays one, don't you know the famous Eu-. 


phigenia, Colonel B's only daughter? Why, thought I. 
this is a good omen; for I had a draught of one thou: 


| ſand pounds on the colonel, which gave me an opportu- 


nity (as you ſhall hear by and by) of paying my reſpects 


to Euphigenia. Full of the ſtrong idea which the charm- 


ing Euphigenia impreſſed on my mind, I went to the ta- 
vern, where I ſpent the afternoon in inquiry concerning 
Miſs, whom every perſon I converſed with repreſented as 
an epitome of all perfections. I went next morning to 
the colonel's, not ſo much for the contents of the bill as 
to ſee his fair daughter, whom I was already reſolyed to 
court for my wife. The colonel received me very polite- 


ly; and after dinner paid me my thouſand pounds, When 


1 was about going away, to which, Imuſt own, I had no 
will, he asked me, if I intended to ſtay for any time in 


town. I anſwered in the affirmative; for I was dgter- 


mined to ſpend that thouſand pounds, at leaſt, upon Eu- 


pbigenia. Upon which he begged, that I would not be a 


ſtranger to him, aſſuring me, I ſhould be always welcome 
to his houſe. This was a very lucky hint, which, you 
may be ſure, I punctually obſerved. In ſhort, I found 


means of explaining myſelf to Euphigenia, who gave me 2 


better reception than could be expected, conſidering the 


numerous and advantageous offers ſhe ſlighted before. | 


was, in my own opinion, the happieſt man in the world, 


to have met with her approbation, and wanted nothing to 


compleat my bliſs but the colonel's conſent, which was 
very 


up allt 
never have his conſent. I ſtood like one planet-ſtruck at 
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very uncertain, by reaſon of the inequality of our for- 
tunes. However, having the young lady on my fide, I 
thought I might ſurmount that difficulty, either by a clan- 
deſtine marriage, or by reſigning her portion in favour of 


her brother, who was then a minor. But alas ! the father 
ſtudied the intereſt of His daughter, in whom all his af- 


fections ſeemed to be centred, too well to difpoſe of her 


at that rate, eſpecially when many, whoſe fortunes were 
far ſuperior to that of Euphigenia, were dying for love of 


her. When I had diſcovered my deſign to the colonel, 
he told me, he did not indeed think me a match good 
gr oh for his daughter : therefore defired ] would give 

thoughts of her for the future; adding, that I ſhould 


theſe words, which I dreaded worſe than death, before 
he had uttered them. At laſt, ſays I, recovering from 


my ſurprize, ſhall no conditions plead in my favour, and 


make you diſpoſe of Euphigenia ® Not any, replied he, 
which you can offer; and with that left me to ruminate 
on my diſappointment. _ | 

I wexT home to my lodgings, curſing my own 1mpru- 
dence for having ſpoke to the colonel before I had ad- 
viſed with Euphigenia, whoſe prudence and ſuperior ſenſe 


might direct me with regard to her father. I was now in 


danger of loſing her for ever. I underſtood, by the au- 


ſtere air and frown which accompanied the colonet's 
words, that I ſhould not be welcome to his houſe ; con- 


ſequently not have an opportunity of acquainting Eupbi- 


genia with my diſaſter. It ſeemed now as if Hymen was 
ready to extinguiſh his halt-kindled torch, and leave me 
to grope in darkneſs. What could I do? Euphigenia IL 


knew had ſo much deference to her father's will, that to 


attempt to perſuade her to any thing of conſequence 


without his conſent, would be but in vain. 

THERE was no carrying on a ſecret intrigue with Eu- 
phigenia, by reaſon of the great crowd of admirers which 
frequerited the colonel's houſe, who therefore kept a ſtrict 


eye on her. In this diſtraction of mind I made bold to 
write her a letter, which, with a purſe of five guineas, 


my ſervant delivered to her maid, The letter runs thus; 


I AM forry to tell you, Madam, that my imprudence 


has carried me ſo far beyond the bounds of diſcretion, 
as to have talked yeſterday your father congerning ar 4 
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without your approbation : But much more ſo, when J 
tell you, that he has diſapproved of my project, and, in a 
manner, diſcharged me his houſe ; conſequently cut off 
farther communication with you. All I have to hope 
for now, is the continuance of your correſpondence, 
which, you may aſſure yourſelf, will give me infinite plea- 
ſure, were it not allayed with the fear I am in of loſing 
your eſteem. This fear is not groundleſs; for you are 
miſtreſs of a world of charms, which procure you ſo 
many admirers, that I am ready to ſink under a load of - 
grief and concern, when I confider how much inferior J 
am to them in point of fortune, which 1s the accurſed 
confideration which made the colonel reject me for a ſon- 
in-law. Heavens | what a pity it is, that ſouls already 
united by love and friendſhip, ſhould be put aſunder by 
the ſordid and mercenary view of riches, which alone 
cannot make us happy. But why thele reflections, as the 
colonel is determined, that the richeſt man, let his other 
qualities be ever ſo worthleſs, ſhall be Euphigenia's huſ- 
band? Oh cruel ſentence ! Why was I not more wealthy, 
or leſs ſuſceptible of love? In either of theſe caſes I might 
de ſtill happy; but fince it is otherwiſe, let me expoſtu- 
late with you, to pity the ſufferings of a lover, who 
breathes nothing but deſpair ; and impute the liberty I 
have afſumed of writing to you without your conlent, to 
the excels of my grief, and the ſtrong impulſe of my love, 
which muſt hurry me ſoon to my grave, if not ſeaſonably 
prevented. Your prudence will direct you how to pro- 
Ceed in this affair. 
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TowaRDs the evening my ſervant came back with 
this anſwer : ES 


TEE Ta. 5 

1 A M not at all ſurpriſed, that my father has diſapprov'd 

of your ſuit, becauſe he has done the like to ſeveral 
before; but what he intends by it is more than I can tell. 
LJapprehend, if he goes on in this way, that he ſhall be 
obliged, at laſt, to profer me to ſome perſon, who, per- 
haps, will not be fond of the bargain, as a ſtale maid is 
always reckoned more deſpicable than the moſt ſuper- 
annuated widow. I do not blame you for putting the 
queſtion to my father, in as far as you were ſure of my 
affections: However, you ought to have conſulted me 
firſt; not that I rely more upon my own judgment than 
LoL | yours, 
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yours, but becauſe I am better acquainted with his hu- 
mour ; and would accordingly tender you my advice. 
But ſince what is done cannot be recalled, we muſt be 
wiſer for the time to come, and endeavour to gain ground 
of the colonel by degrees. Mean time, | adviſe you not 
to come to this houſe till you hear from me. My maid 
undertakes to be our meſſenger ; therefore truſt no other 
. perſon with your commands. As you regard my peace, 
which I muſt own depends much upon your welfare, let 
not this diſappointment diſturb your repoſe , and believe, 
that my eſteem for you is ſo well rooted, that it is hardly 
in the power of fate to eraſe it, 


BEFORE I had this aſſurance of Euphigenia's affections, 
I thought ſuch a declaration would have made me com- 
pletely happy. But alas! I found it otherwiſe. I had 
no ſooner this teſtimony of her regard, than I vehement- 
ly longed to ſee her; wnich indeed ſeemed impracticable, 
as the village was ſo ſmall, that no intrigue, particularly 
with the well-known and celebrated Euphigenia, could be 
carried on ſecretly. However, we continued our cor- 
reſpondence; and Sophia, who was Euphigenia's maid, 
acted her part to the life, for which ſhe was handſomely. 
rewarded; for | ſincerely believe ſhe drew more money 
. than the general poſt-office of the town. 

Ox day, as ſhe came with a letter to me from her 
miſtreſs, ſhe asked me, if I had not a ſtrong inclination do 
ſee Euphigenia. Is that a queſtion to be asked? replied I. 
Why then, faid ſhe, meet me preciſely by twelve of the 
clock this night, at the back-door of our garden; and I 
ſhall introduce you to her bed-chamber. I thanked her, 
in terms full of gratitude ; and aſſured her, that I would 
never forget her good offices. Having thrown a little of 

the ail-bribing duſt in her eyes, I difinified her, recom- 
mending to her to be punctual to the appointe 1 :our. 

I now thought myſelf at the extent of my with, expect- 
ing to be fully bleſt in Euphigenia's company, in the ſpace 
of a few hours, which ſeemed to me more tedious than 
common. At laſt the wiſh'd-for minute came, the clock 
went twelve, and I, in a moment, gained the back door 
of the garden, where I found my faithiul conductrix 
ready to receive me. I thought, ſaid the, that an ardent 
lover would have anticipated the time preſcribed him; 
but no matter, there is no time loft ; let us walk in, and 

| G 2 | ſee 
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ſee how Euphigenia will receive you. When we came to 
the door of Euphigenia's room, which opened very ſoft- 
ly, ſhe took me by the hand, ſaying, Here's your belo- 
ved's apartment ; every thing favours you ; the whole 
family is overwhelmed in ſleep ; and your good fortune 
depends upon your own addreſs. The god of love aſſiſt 
you. Eut take ſpecial care you do not diſcover, that I 
have conducted you hither. Having thus cautioned me, 
ſhe vaniſhed, leaving me to grope in the dark for Euphi- 
genia's bed. I with I could conceal the ſequel ; but fince 
the ſtory would ſeem imperfect without it, and perhaps 
fix the fault on me, in your opinion, I will tell you, in a 
few words, that having, at laſt, diſcovered Enuphigenta's 
bed, I found, to my unſpeakable ſurprize, two, faſt aſleep 
in one another's rms | Heavens! cried J, is it poſſible 
that Euphigenia can be thus baſe ? Surely not. The ma- 
licious maid either deſigned to entrap me, or had miſtaken 
the right door. I ſtood in the greateſt perplexity ima- 
ginable, not knowing what to do. I durſt not look out 
Tor Sophia's room, leſt | ſhould ſtumble into another. I 
would have awaked the party, was I not afraid of the 
conſequence ; tor it this were Euphigenta, claſped in the 
arms of her gallant, he or I behoved to die. On the other 
hand, ſhould it prove to be ſome of the domeſticks, 1 1 
thould be fhametully detected, and thereby endanger my 
own honour, and, what I valued much more, Euphige- 
74's reputation. Thus I perplexed myſelf to no purpoſe, 
till I had thought of an expedient, which, I was ſure, 
would clear up my doubt. I looked out for their refpec- 
tive cloaths, and having taken all the papers I could find 


zn their pockets, I walked.out. Before I gained the gar- 


den, I met with Sophia, who was not a little ſurpriſed to 
. lee me ſo ſoon, and ſaid, that ſhe was afraid I had not been 
well received. You have taken care I ſhould not, replied 
1 coldly ; for you ſhewed me into a room where two 
were lying together. She ſwore by all that's good and 
Tacred, that the directed me to Euphigenia's room; and 
ſaid, that it was but a meer deluſion, which the exceſs of 
muy love, mixed with fear, ſuggeſted to my fancy. Vu 

have nothing to do, anſwered I, to be convinced of the 
truth of what I ſay, but to ſtep in, and try. According- 
ly, Sophia went into her miſtreſs's room. When ſhe was 
coming cut, and advancing towards me, I could hear her 
pronounce theſe words : O unheard-of wickedneſs! Is it 

poſſible 


( 45] 
poſſible the fair Euphigenia can be fo baſe ! Or ſhall I ra. 
ther doubt my own ſenſes; and believe, that we are all 
inchanted | 7 
guilt, to wait for a further eclairciſſement. I went home 
therefore, without ſpeaking a word to Sophia, who, I was 
ſure, would either endeavour to palliate the crime, or 


tell the ſtory in its blackeſt colours; which, indeed, I 
could not with patience hear. | 


| WEN I inſpected the papers of the above lovers, I 
found (Oh horror! that I muſt tell it) a letter which 1 


wrote to the colonel ſome time before, about his bill ; 
and among thoſe of Euphigenia, my own letters, Ec. 
Thus diſappointed by her who was reckoned the nonpa- 
riel of the age, I vowed never to marry, inferring, from 
Euphigenia's conduct, that all the ſex is deceitful'; and it 
is in conſequence of that vow, that I have propoſed 
* to you. | | > 

AM ſorry, vir, replied I, that the baſeneſs of one 
woman has given you ſuch a bad impreſſion of all our ſex : 
For my own part, had I no other motive to reject your 
offer, than the ſatisfaction of convincing you of your er- 
ror, and perſuading you, that we are not all depraved, I 


would ſtand proof againſt all the temptations you are able 


to lay in my way: Beſides, cuſtom has rendered living to- 
gether, without the ſanction of the church, ſo criminal, 
that I dare not venture on it without the endearing name 
of a wife to keep me in countenance. If that is all you 
aim at, Madam, anſwered he, I agree to it with all m 

heart ; and forthwith acknowlege you as ſuch. In ſhort, 
the bargain was concluded, and we went the next da 


into the country, where we ſpent a fortnight, and then 


returned to town in quality of man and wife. 
W᷑E had not lived long together, when I found, that 
the Juſtice, either through old age, or ſome other natural 


defect, was deficient in what we call family-duty ; which 
obliged me to look out for a proper coadjutor: The 


gentleman I had pitched upon, was a young ſtudent in the 
Temple, deſcended from an antient family in Yori/hire, but 
in ſuch low circumſtances, that he was glad to embrace 
the offer. 5 | 

As Mr. Scrivener (for that was my gallant's name) was 
a ſtranger in town, he eaſily paſſed for my brother; and, 
by that means, viſited me every day, without being in the 
leaſt ſuſpected. But we lived to faſt at the Juſtice's 


charges, 


was too well convinced of Enphigenia's 
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charges, that his worſhip began, at length, to be very trac. 
tious in his temper : So that I had reaſon now to expect 
a total revolution in our affairs. However, Mr. Scrivener, 
to whom I always imparted the ſecrets of our family, was 
of opinion, that I ought not to retrench my extravagance ; 
and aſſured me, that if the Juſtice ſhould treat me indiſ- 
creetly, or offer to turn me off, he would, in quality of 
a brother, either proſecute him according to law, or bul- 
ly him, to let me have a round ſum of money. 

THis advice was ſo much to my liking, that, inſtead of 
obſerving a medium in my expences, I launched out into 
the greateſt extravagancies : So that his worſhip was ready 
to hang himſelf, as the only means to make his riches ſur- 
vive him. In ſhort, we at laſt broke out into an open 
rupture. Upon which he ordered me to ſhift for myſelf, 
and give him no further trouble. At theſe words I burſt 


out into tears, giving vent to all the ſpleen and malice a 


woman's heart could ſuggeſt. While I was in this diſor- 


der, my ſuppoſed brother happened to come in, and ſee- 


ing me all in tears, asked what the matter was. Upon 
which I told him, that the Juſtice had commanded me 


to quit his houſe. I can hardly believe that, ſiſter, replied 


Scrivener; for I take the Juſtice to be a gentleman of too 
good ſenſe to uſe his lady after that manner, without 


great provocation. You don't ſuppoſe, Sir, cried the 


Juſtice, that ſhe is my wife. Not your wife, anſwered 
$crivener, in a well-counterfeited paſſion. Repeat theſe 


words again, and by Heaven you are a dead man. What, 


not your wife! Siſter, I defire you to clear yourſelf of 
this aſperfion. If the mutual conſent, replied I, of both 
Parties, in the ſight of God, and cohabiting together, 
prove the validity of a marriage, I am his wife. Death 
and damnation ! cried Mr. $:rivener, you are then his 
whore ! By the facred ſoul of your chaſte mother, whom 
you have diſhonoured, you ſhall die! I will, with plea- 
{ure, embrue thoſe hands in your polluted blood, for 
bringing ſuch an indelible ſtain upon our family ; nor 
ſhall your hoary letcher, pointing to the Juſtice, eſcape 


my wrath. You ſhall accompany the ſtrumpet to the 


other world. Mr. Scrivener uttered theſe words with 


ſuch a ſeeming emotion of a great ſoul incenſed with in- 
_ dignation, that the Juſtice, who had no turn for fighting, 
was ready to die thro' fear. He therefore, in order to 


fave his bacon, propoſed to decide the matter amicably, 
| and 
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and offered one thouſand pounds; which Mr. Scrivener 
deſpiſed : So that his worſhip thought it conſiſtent with 
his ſafety to double the ſum ; which I greedily accepted, 
and bid his worſhip an eternal adieu. 

HERE a new difficulty ſtarted up between me and Mr. 
Scrivener, Who, as he had been the principal actor in pro- 


_ curing the money, inſiſted on an equal dividend ; which 
I did not chooſe to grant. 


I was indeed willing to give 
him two hundred pounds, but he rejected it, as a meer 


_ trifle, noways ſuited to his ſervices ; and, in order to be 


revenged of me, began to blow me all over the town. _ 

THIS, with ſome other enormities I committed, by per- 
ſonating ſome of the ladies of quality, particularly the 
D——s of M—t—uz, in whoſe character I had often 


proſtituted myſelf to ſeveral perſons for large ſums, drew 


upon me the odium of both ſexes, and obliged me to re- 
ſolve upon leaving my native country. Accordingly, hay- 
ing diſpoſed of all my unneceſſary furniture, I conveyed 
myſelt privately on board the Suſanna of London, James 
Brawn commander, bound for Rotterdam, with an inten- 


tion of going into a convent) the common reſource of diſ- 


guſted ladies) that I might be able afterwards, when my 
fame was forgot, to make my appearance upon the ſtage 
of pleaſure, in the character of a foreign lady.  _ 

I was ſcarcely twenty-four hours on board, when I 


- Perceived that Brown was pretty much enamoured with 


me ; but being a man naturally blunt, of no turn for po- 
lite gallantry, and fitter to accoſt a plier in the ſtreets, 
than a lady of character and faſhion, as he ſuppoſed me 
to be, he was at aloſs to declare himſelf. All he had to 
recommend him to our ſex, was a frame of body, which, 
though nct in the leaſt genteel, promiſed abilities noways 
diſagreeable to the fair, and which ſometimes prevails 
over the moſt proper perſonage, of the genteeleſt air and 
ſweeteſt affability. And let me tell you, that before I had 
been diſguſted with the male world, ſuch a man as 
Brown, blunt as he was, would not have turned, at firſt. 
light, the edge of my appetite, when in the humour of 
being regaled. However, his promiſing appearance had 
no influence upon me then. And tho' his eyes, which 
are the true index of the mind, fully diſcovered his paſ- 
ſion, I made no advances to help him out of his ſtupi- 
dity ; neither gave him the leaſt encouragement to, de- 
Clare his love. I could not heip laughing to fee his 2 

2 fuſion, 
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fuſion, when he failed in the fruitleſs attempts he made to 


diſcloſe his mind to me. You might hear him cry to 


himſelf, Zoons, that I ſhould be thus abaſhed by a wo- 
man whom I have within gun-ſhot, and whom I could 
force to a compliance, could I muſter reſolution enough 


to attack her: Sometimes he would let fly a whole volley 


of oaths, blaſpheming both heaven and earth ; at another 
time go upon deck, and vent his unbounded paſſion upon 
the poor ſailors, tho' ever ſo much in their duty. His 
embarras was ſo agreeable to me, that I muſter'd a little 
more modeſty than was natural to me, to keep him at 


| boat-hook's length. But fearing leſt his paſſion, accom- 


panied with the brutality peculiar to theſe amphibious 
animals, ſhould carry Him too far, and prompt him, at 
laſt, to offer me violence, I began to throw off the mask 


by degrees, and give him to underſtand, that I was not 


altogether impregnable. 


THIS encouraged him, to fedouble his attacks, and to 
declare himſelf ſo far, as to give me an opportunity of let- 
ting him know, that I was mercenarily inclined ; and that 
money was the ſole ailurement of my ſoul : which he no 
fooner underſtood, than he got the uſe of his tongue in 


great perfection; and urged my compliance upon certain 


terms, with which I feigned to be greatly affronted, and 


burſt out in tears, exclaiming againſt my cruel ſtars, 


which, ſaid I, not content with chacing me from the 
land of my nativity, debaſe me now ſo low as to be ſoli- 
cited to become a proſtitute ; which, I hope, however, 


is not in the power of my adverſe fortune to make me. I 


ſhould be glad, Madam, replied Brown, to know why 
you left your native country, and what you deſign to pur- 
fue abroad. My hiſtory, faid I, is a ſubject too melan- 
cholly to enter upon a detail of it, and would certainly 
tire out your patience ; Wherefore will content myſelf 
with telling you, in a few words, that I am the unfortu- 
nate daughter and heireſs of a gentleman of conſiderable 


_ eſtate in Northumberland, left in my minority to the care 


of an inhuman uncle, who, not content with defrauding 
me of' my birth-right, uſed his utmoſt endeavour to de- 
prive me of my life, for diſputing it with him. Being in- 
formed of my uncle's villainous deſign upon me, I deter- 


mined to leave the country, and ſhut myſelf up in a con- 


vent, where I thought my perfidious guardian could 
have no emiſſaries. In order therefore to execute this 
| icheme, 
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ſcheme, Iembarked on board your ſhip for Flanders. But 
I find my evil genius ſtill purſues me, and daily riſes new 
difficulties. But why would you triumph over my miſ- 
fortunes, and ask me what I cannot grant, without hurt- 
ing iny honour, and expoſing me to the malice of m 

own ſex, which envies me the competent ſhare of beauty 
bounteous nature has been pleaſed to beſtow upon me ? 


If you have any regard for me, ſolicit me no longer, I 


pray you, to grant you a favour, which, in the end, 
would inevitably ruin me. You are rich, and handſome 
beyond expreſſion ; and there are, I am perſuaded, many 
who would jump at the bait you offer me: for what can- 
not money do? It would tempt the pale Veſtal to forſake 
her hallowed fire, deny Jod , and turn whore. There- 
fore offer not to tempt me, whole riches is innocence, 
whom affluence might perhaps divert from putting into 


practice the laudable reſolution I have taken. You have | 


too much honour, I hope, to take advantage of my weak 
neſs, and uſe me as a common ſtrumpet. Rather con- 
ſider me as a woman, tho” under the {rowns of fortune, 
deſerving more honourable treatment. You mean matri- 
mony, I ſuppoſe, Madam, replied he, in a very ſubmiſ— 
five tone. If this be your drift, it is not in my power to 
comply with it; for I have the mortification to be joined | 
to a very woman, who juſtly puniſhes me with her never- 
ceaſing tongue, for loving nothing about her but her mo- 


_ ney, of which ſhe had enough to make me happy, could 


I be reconciled to her temper, which is as crooked as her 
body. Tis true I have a competent fortune, excluſive of 
hers ; and would readily diſpenſe with her money, to be 
freed of the clog which accompanies it. But alas ! this 


would never untie the Gordian knot of matrimony; for 


the law cannot divorce a woman for being a ſcold, and my 
wife is not in danger of committing the crime which com- 
monly procures a divorce, becauſe whoever {hall lee her 
in broad day-light, will never commit a rape upon her ac 
night. Don't imagine, Sir, cried I, that I nave matri- 


mony in my view. I have laid all thoughts of that: nature 


aſide how ſoon I found myſelf diveſted of my birth-right. 
And to be plain with you, Sir, I determined from that 
day to keep myſelf free from any man, but ſuch who 
would make me independent even of himſelf; that is to 
ſay, let me have a competency to maintain me in an ele- 
gant mariner, and live with him as if he had no power 
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over me. No man of ſenſe, replied he, would eondg- 


ſcend to maintain, or even live with a woman, was ſhe 
ever ſo engaging, upon theſe terms. Extravagant as 
theſe terms ſeem to you, anſwered I, they are not com- 
parable, in my opinion, to the happineſs I promiſe myſelf 
in a cloiſter, which will free me from the vanities and 
temptations of the world. The happineſs you expett to 
find there, replied he, is altogether imaginary ; for while 


vou live, your beauty will expoſe you to innumerable _ 


inconveniences, which the moſt retired cell of a convent 
cannot prevent. Suppoſe a cloifter would ſcreen you from 
the importunities of our fex, and from all the temptations 


they are able to lay in your way, your ſuperior beauty 


will infallibly procure you the malice and envy of the 
ſiſterhood, who will join hand in hand to make your life 
miſerable. *Tis therefore my humble opmion, that you 
ſhould drop all thoughts of ſecreting yourſelf from the 
world, and accept of an aliment from me, which may 
(extravagance apart) put you in a ſtate of independency. 


Having thus ſpoke, he pauſed a while, expecting, I ſup- 


poſe, that I would give my aſſent to his propoſal ; but 
finding, that I did not reply, he believed that l was run 


a- ground, and that my filence was the forerunner of my 


condeſcenſion. All this while I did nothing but bite my 
nails, as if I was nct able to make a proper return; but my 
intention was to make him come clofer to the point, and 
name the conditions upon which he intended to deal with 
me, that I might ſtate my demands accordingly. At laſt 


_ Brown was obliged to reſume his diſcourſe, and ſaid, your 
_ filence, Madam, promiſes me ſucceſs ; and that 1, by 


all appearanze, ſhall have the honour of doing you a ſer- 
vice; therefore name your terms, to which (if within 
bounds) I will agree, with all my heart. You have me, 


_ anſwered I, in your power, and may treat me at diſcre- 


tion; ſo it would be to no purpoſe to reſiſt you longer: 


But I hope you'll conſider my ſituation, and the rank my 
father's daughter, tho? under misfortunes, ought to have 


in the world. Mean time I muſt tell you, that it is not 
conſiſtent with my ſafety to return to England, conſider- 


ing the dangers to which I ſhould be expoſed from my in- 


human uncle: Beſides, your having a wife would render 
cur lives infupportable, and lay us open to the cenſure of 
the public. *Tis my advice therefore, that you ſettle me 
in the port you frequent moſt in Hallaud, which would 


"Tyr } 


anſwer your purpoſe full as well as my living in Londor, 
where your wife and my friends would ſoon find me out- 

Your opinion, Madam, ſaid he, is very reaſonable 3 
and I am reſolved to adhere to it to a tittle. He then 
called for pen, ink, and paper, and gave me an accepted 
bill of five hundred pounds, payable to me, or order, up- 
on our landing at Rotterdam, which he ſaid I was to lay 
out in furniture, as it ſhould ſeem proper to me. 

HE now took the liberty to kiſs me for the firſt time, as 


it were to ſeal what we had agreed upon. He had ſcarce- 


ly done buſſing, when a ſhot was heard to windward 
om one of his majeſty's ſhips, Captain Buſſibell com- 
mander. Upon-which Brown went upon deck, and gave 


the neceſfary orders to bring to, tho' I believe much 
againſt his will, for fear of being obſtructed in his amours. 
And, indeed, his fears were not groundleſs, as you ſhall 
ſoon hear. However, he brought to, under the man of 


war's ſtern ; and was ordered by Captain Bu//we!! to 
launch his boat, and come aboard of him. Before he 
left his own ſhip, he deſired me to keep below, becauſe, 
ſaid he, theſe men of war chaps are damnably inſolent, 
and would not hefitate a moment, ſhould they obſerve 
| 955 upon deck, to come aboard, and be rude to you. 

ere I thought I had a proper opportunity of leaving 
Brown on a pretty good footing, having the draught in 


my cuſtody. I conſidered with myſelf, that if I was to 


go along with him to Rotterdam, he would oblige me to 
lay out the five hundred pounds in furniſhing the lodg- 


ings he was to take for me; whereas could I fall upon a 
way to be carried aboard his majeſty's ſhip, which was * 
perhaps bound for ſome other port, I might, with ſafety, 

indorſe Brown's bill to ſome of his acquaintances in Hol- 


and, for a trifle of a diſcount. While I was thus medi- 
tating to dupe my bountiful friend Brown, the long-boat 
came along-ſide, to carry my ladyſhip aboard the man of 


war. After I had dreſſed myſelf to advantage, I put on 


board the king's ſhip, where I was received with as much 
civility and good manners as could be expected from a 
tar, by the captain. This gentleman had few or none of 
the defects Mr. Brown labcured under; for, inſtead of 
being ſullen, cloſe, and moroſe, he was chearful, gay, 


and talkative ; ſo that i was admirably well diverted by 
tim, while poor Brown walked diſconſolate upon the 
main-deck, It was by this time late, and tea was gor 


H 2 ready: 


. , > re eee — OA A I ra Wn <0» 2 2 r —ẽẼ mp 
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ready: While we were regaling ourſelves, hy e's asked 
what entertainment we had aboard our ſhip. I anſwered, 
indifferent. But are not you afraid to venture on board 
of ſuch a rotten veſſel as your ſhip is? J remember two 
years ago, I ſent ſome hands aboard to pump, but ſhe gave 
them enough to do to keep her above water. This you 
may be ſure was a lucky hit for me, who was all along me- 
ditating a plauſible pretence to continue on board of his 
Majeſty's ſnip: So pretending to be in the greateſt con- 
ſternation imaginable, asked Captain Bu//wel/ where he 
was bound for. For Heluoetſiuys, anſwered he; whi- 
ther I would be glad to have the pleaſure of carrying your 
ladyſhip, that your life may not be endangered any longer 
on board of that damn'd hulk. I thanked him very 
kindby, and told him, that I would willingly ſtay on board, 
Could he prevail upon Brow? to let me have my trunk, 
in which the moſt part of my cloaths was, without which 
I could not leave him. Trouble not yourſelf, madam, 
ſaid he, with that; I'll oblige him to it. Having thus 
ſpoke, he rung the bell; which no ſooner chimed than a 
cabin-boy entered, whom the Captain commanded to call 
Brown ; who entered directly, in his ordinary ſtiff man- 
ner. Well, Mr. Brown, ſaid the Captain, is it the old 
crazy en you are ſtill maſter of? Yes, replied he. 
By the Lord, faid Buſſibell, | wonder how any man of 
common-ſenfe would venture to ſail acroſs the Thames in 
her; for two years ago the appeared to be unfit for ſer- 
vice, to my knowlege. Upon this I counterteited a trem- 
bling fit, that Brow? might not ſuſpect that the affair had 
been concerted between Buf/we!ll and me. I ated my 
part fo well, that both the gentlemen were equally de- 
ceived! And as pretended fits are worſe to remove than 
real ones, they had enough to do to bring me to myſelf. 
At laſt, when I thought that my fit was of a competent 
duration, 1 began to give ſigns of life, by yawning and 
_ ſtretching my arms. My firft words were, Lord have 
mercy upon my foul, for we are ſinking. This pious 
ejaculation perſuaded Brotmon, that my fit was the effect of 
a ftrong apprehenſion of being drowned, ſhould I go on 
board his ſhip. However, he asked me to go aboard. By 
no means, replied Bſſibell, before J had time to anfwer 5 
ſhe ſhall ſtay where the is. That's very well, Sir, ſaid 
_ Brawn ; but I am charged by her friends to carry her ſafe 
to Rotterdam, Her friends, I am convinced, * not 
| | KNOW 
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know that = veſſel was ſo leaky, elſe they would never 
have risked the life of ſuch a fine lady aboard of her. Be- 
ſides, *tis matter of indifference whether ſhe lands at Hel- 
oel ſluys, or Rotterdam, as there are paſſage-boats going 
daily from the one place to the other. Here I interrupt- 
ed the captain, and addreſſed myſelf to Brown, begging, 
for God's ſake, not to truſt himſelf any more in the Su- 
ſannaß. Truſt myſelf, replied Brown, in great wrath ; 
why I tell you, Madam, the is as tight as any ſhip in 
England. But obſerving me turning pale, which he im- 
puted to my fear, he changed his tone, and told me, that 
fince he found I was prepoſſeſſed with the inſufficiency of 
his ſhip, he would not inſiſt upon my going aboard of her, 
hoping that you, Sir (directing his diſcourſe to captain 
Buffwell) will take particular care of the young lady, and 
ſee her ſafely lodged in Herman Vander Deſſen's houſe in 
 Helvoetſluys, where I ſhall make it my buſineſs to wait of 
her as ſoon as poſſible, in order to eſcort her to Rotter- 
dam, that her friends may not accuſe me of a breach of 
truſt, You may aſſure yourſelf, ſaid the captain, that the 
ſhall have the beſt birth aboard, and be uſed with the 
_ greateſt civility. Mean time it is proper you let her have 
her trunk, in caſe of accidents. „ 
Mx. Brown was now ready to put aboard his own ſhip, 
but ſeemed inclinable to exchange a few words with me 
in private, before we ſhould part. T therefore took oc- 
caſion to call him aſide, to teſtify to him, that 1 was ex- 
ceedingly forry to part with him, tho* my timorous diſ- 
poſition deprived me of his good company. However, I 
injoined him, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to come and meet me 
at Helv»!t/luys ; for that I ſhould be in the greateſt dread 
and agony till I ſhould fee him. Theſe words were ut 
tered with ſuch an emphaſis and concern, that he put off 
ſeemingly content, though, I believe, not without his 
fears, that the man of war's chaps would offer to be 
rude, when, God knows, few were more brutally diſ- 
poſed than himſelf, had I not fallen upon a proper expe- 
dient to bring him to reaſon. Be that as it wilt, he ſent 
my trunk, which was all I wanted, from on board his own 
hip. | VVV 
BEING thus delivered from my ſea cull, I ſet all my 
invention a- going, in order to forge a plauſible ſtory to 
impoſe upon Captain Buf/well, who, to do him juſtice, 
Was a man of genteel addreſs, and very amorous; but his 
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{ource of all the misfortunes which attend youth. 
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paſſion was not ſo predominant as to make him commit 


ſuch a fault as Brow! had been guilty of, in letting me 


have his note before he made ſure of my perſon. Bu. 
well, tis true, loved a wench, as he ſaid himſelf, well 
enough for paſtime, but never loſt an hour of his reſt for 


a fine face; and if I have not been miſinformed, he was 


faſhionable enough to like a b—y full as well as a fine 
lady. However, I found by his converſation, that he 
was not altogether inſenſible to the charms of beauty. His 
eyes ſoon gave me to underſtand, that he had a mind to 
offer me his ſervice. In the mean ſupper was ſerved up, 
which indeed was more ſumptuous than elegant , but as 


a deſcription of it would be foreign to my undertaking, 


I'll paſs over it in ſilence, and come to the purpoſe. After 
ſupper the bottle went about at a good rate, in order to 
enliven the converſation, which the captain artfully turn- 


ed upon amours, and which J as artfully declined, as a 
paſſion to which I faid I was an intire ſtranger. But the 


more innocent I ſeemed, the more he inſiſted upon that 


topic, whether with a deſign of pumping me, or putting 


me in the humour in which he wiſhed to ſee me, I can- 
not ſay, However, I was ſtill upon my guard, and per- 
ſonated the Innocent ſo well, that I paſſed for a pure vir- 
gin in the captain's opinion. My youthful appearance, it 

muſt be owned, contributed not a little to confirm him 


in this opinion ; for my face ſo belied my age, that any 
perſon would have taken me to be, at leaſt, five years 


younger than I really was. The captain, finding mg 
averſe to amours, and ſurpriſed that a young lady of my 
youth and beauty ſhould venture abroad without a proper 

guardian, begged of me to tell him who I was, and what 
I intended to do in Holland. My hiſtory, ſaid I, would 
be a work of time; I ſhall therefore only trouble you at 
preſent with the reaſon which obliged me to leave my na- 


I was ſcarcely fifteen years of age, when J had the 


misfortune to loſe the beſt of mothers, who trained me 


up in the ſtricteſt virtue, without indulging me in the fol- 


hes to which youth is commonly prone. She made it hep 
| buſineſs to repreſent vice to me as a monſter which would 


infallibly ruin its votaries; and modeſty, next to the fear 
end love of God, as a virtue the moſt eſſentjal to our ſex, 
She alſo taught me, that diſobedience to parents was the 
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Happ are thoſe Whoſe parents live to ſee them ſef- 
tled in the world to their liking. But Heaven has denied 


me this comfort, as I ſaid before, by depriving me in my 


non-age of a moſt virtuous mother. Pardon me, ir, thoſe 
few tears I muſt pay to her pious memory. I was left to 
the care of my father, then a colonel in the army, who, I 
muſt confeſs, had been very diligent in educating me in a 
handſome manner, till he had the misfortune to love and 
marry a woman, much his inferior in every refpect, who, 
inſtead of being the ſolace and comfort of his life, turn'd 
out his greateſt curſe and torment ; ſo that he did not 


ſurvive my mother above ſixteen months. 


My father having died without a will, I was left to be 
provided for at the diſcretion of a cruel ſtep-mother, trom 
whom I could not expect great civility, now that the 
colonel was dead, conſidering how ſhe uſed me in his life- 


time. My father was ſcarcely laid in his grave, when 2 
2 nobleman (whoſe name Ill conceal for the eſteem 


have for his ſiſter, an amiable young lady, and my inti- 


mate acquaintance) catch'd, as he ſaid, with my beauty, 


and obſerving the diſorder of our family, made love to 
me in the ſtrongeſt terms. As I thought his deſign was 
honourable, I encouraged and received his addreſſes, as 


became a young lady, without tranſgreſſing the bounds of 


modeſty. However, I had penetration enough to diſco- 
ver at laſt, that his deſign was to lead me aſtray. My 
mother (her ſoul praife God) fortified me againſt attempts 
of this nature. But, alas! ſhe was ſucceeded by one, 
who, inſtead of acting the part of a mother, uſed all her 
rhetoric to corrupt my morals, and was within an ace of 
bringing me to an eternal ſhame and diſhonour. For my 
Lord, deſpairing of gaining ground of me upon any 


terms but matrimony, had recourſe to bribes and artiiice. 


Taking advantage, therefore, of the miſunderſtan ding 


which ſubſiſted between me and my ſtepmother, he ap- 


plied to the latter as a proper inſtrument to accompliſh his 


wicked defigns. This inhuman woman, inſtead ot pro- 


tecting my innocence, as {he ought to have done, ad- 
mitted him (I tremble with horror to think on't) in the 
dead of the night, into my bedchamber. But, good God! 
imagine my condition, when, by the glimmering light, 
which a ſmall fire I happened to have in my room gave, 
I obſerved him coming in, and knew him to be my lore. 


\ 


His preſence, I muſt conteis, ſhould not have been diſ- 
—— agreeable... 
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agreeable to me, had he honoured me with it in the day- 
time. But when I conſidered that I was defenceleſs, and 
wrapt up in night, and in the power of a perſon who had 
a diſhonourable deſign upon me, I was like to run diſtrac- 
ted. To cry out, would have been to no purpole, ſince 


there was nobody within doors but a couple of maids, 


who were creatures of my ſtepmother, and who, I had 
good reaſon to believe, were privy to his lordthip's com- 
ing in; and conſequently would have been deaf to all my 
cries. Mean time, my Lord (I ſhould call him monſter) 
approached my bedſide, with an intent, I ſuppoſe, to ra- 
vith me of ——— Here I ſtopt, pretending to be aſhamed 


of what I was going to ſay: Which Zu//well! obſerving, 


ſaid, Go on, Madam, to let me hear the whole ſcene, 


that I may puniſh the raſhneſs of your injurer, if ever I 


ſhall have the good-fortune to know him : By heavens, 


nothing but your ſacred perſon could ſcreen him from 


my juſt indignation. This generous declaration convin- 
ced me, that the Captain was moved with my ſtory, fo 
But, Sir, before he had gained my bed, I 
had wrapt myſelf in a morning-gown, and ſtept towards a 
window, which, as fortune would have it, had been by 
chance left open. Upon which, his lordſhip, fearing leſt 


I ſhould throw myſelf out of it, took hold of me by the 
_ waſte, and endeavoured to force me to my bed again; 


which I reſiſted with all my might, crying out Murder as 


loud as I could. My Lord being a man of reſolution, 
and one, I ſincerely believe, who would not ſee me wrong- 
ed upon any other account, would by no means let me 
go, leſt I ſhould be tempted, thro” the excels of my in- 


dignation, to take the window as the neareſt way to the 
ſtreet. Whilſt we were thus ſtruggling together, one 
James Truſtiuell, an old ſervant of my father's, by chance 


paſſing by, and hearing my ſcreamings, ruſhed into my 
room (for my Lord forgot to ſhut the door when he came 


in), and ſeeing me entangled in a ruffian's arms, knock'd 
down his lordſhip, who would have cruſhed me to atoms 
by his weight, had not James catched me in the very fall. 
Being thus miraculouſly delivered, my next care was how 
to paſs the remainder of the night : for I was fully deter- 
mined never to fleep under the ſame roof with my cruel 
ſtepmother. To continue in my bedchamber till day- 


light, might prove of bad conſequence to me, as well as 


to my deliverer, as my Lord ſhewed no n of 
| | | | b 
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life; and to go at that unſeaſonable hour to any other 


place, might give occaſion to call my honour and repu- 


tation in queſtion. In this dilemma, it was neceſſary to 
conſult James, who did not ſeem in the leaſt concerned 


for what he had done, till I gave him to underſtand that 


it was my Lord —— he had knocked down. He at firſt 
appeared ſomewhat diſcompoſed ; but, recovering him- 


ſelf, he ſaid, that he was not at all for what he had done, 


in as far as he had killed him in the character of a ruffian 


in my defence; however, ſaid he, *tis proper to remove 
the corps, that it may not offend your :haſte eyes. But 
how to effect this was a task almoſt inſuperable, without 


expoſing ourſelves to imminent danger. Tis true, James 


could have thrown him out into the ſtreet ; but then the 


-body would have been found next morning under my 


window, from whence the malicious world would con- 


_ clude; that I had admitted his lordſhip into my bedcham- 


ber, and, being ſurpriſed, leapt out of the window, and 
killed himſelf in the fall. On the other hand, ſhould the 


corps be dragged to ſome obſcure corner, James might 
have been detected in the very fact, and conſequently 


hanged for murder. While we were thus debating how 
to diſpoſe of the body, his lordſhip, to my no ſmall ſa- 
tisfaction, notwithſtanding the indignity offered me, diſ- 
eovered {ome ſigns of life; and recovering the uſe of his 
tongue, and, in ſome meaſure his reaſon, addreſſed me 
as follows: Injured innocence, my remotte for the affront 
offered your ſacred perſon, torments me more than the 
contuſion on my head. Happy had it been for me; had 


that well timed bloiw ſent me in an inſtant to eternity, that 


I might hide my confuſion in the grave, and avoid the 


Znawing pangs of the conſcience, which muſt continually 
prey upon me. Would you, dear Mifs, but name the 


conditions upoti which you would deign to forgive me, 
I ſhould be the happieſt of all deliriquents, and the rea- 


Uieſt to comply with them, were it put to an end to my 


wretched life. But as the preſent perturbation of your 
foul cannot permit you to make any return at this time 


to my requeſt, I beg it, as a ſingular favour, that you 
would order your deliwerer, whoever he be, to efcort me 


to my own lodgings. II not only forgive him, but alſo 
reward him for the ſingular ſervice he has done you, if 


he is a perſon that will accept a reward. But if he is 2 
perſon, whote degree in the world forbids me to receive 


favours 
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favours of that nature, I henceforth ſwear the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip with him. Before I go, ſuffer me, dear Miſs, 
to tell you, that your barbarous ſtepmother, not on- 
ly favoured, but prompted, my raſh and wicked attempt. 
Having thus ſpoke, his lordſhip pauſed, expecting that I 
would make ſome reply ; but finding that my choler and 
indignation were fo great, that I could not expreſs one 
ſingle word, ſtretched his hand to James, ſaying, Here, 
my friend, help me to rid this lady of my diſagreeable 
company, in hopes that you will be inſtrumental to bring 
us together again, and procure me her friendſhip and 
forgiveneſs, without which I muſt be for ever miſerable. 
He had no ſooner uttered theſe words, than James took. 
hold of him by the arm, and conducted him to his lodg- 
ings, where having promiſed to wait of him next morn» 
ing, he came back to me, in order to know my inten- 
tions, which indeed were to quit my ſtepmother's houſe 
without loſs of time, and paſs the remainder of the night 
in James s, which was right over-againſt us: Thither 
James carried all my cloaths and jewels without the leaſt 
oppoſition ; for-my ſtepmother, having over-heard the be- 
ginning of the fray, and conſcious of what ſhe had done, 
kept herſelf very cloſe, for fear of being ſuſpected of 
conniving with his lordſhip. Tru/twell, after | had reſted 
three or four hours in his houſe, came to me to ask m 
commands for my Lord. All I defire you to tell him 
from me is, that he and my ſtep-mother are the only two 
in the world I hate and deſpiſe moſt ; and that, in order 
to ſhun them both as I would a hydra, I deſign to ſet out 
for Flanders this week, to retire from the world in ſome 
friendly convent, where ſuch as they can have no acceſs. 
 T7uftwell, upon hearing my rcfolution, declined going to 
wait of my Lord; but went, at my requeſt, to look out 
for a ſhip bound for Holland or Flanders, which he had 
the good-fortune to find ready to weigh anchor when the 
wind ſhould prove fair; and, agreeing with the maſter for 
my freight, returned and acquainted me of his ſucceſs, 
telling me that I had no time to loſe, I made all the diſ- 
patch I could, and went on board that afternoon, accom- 
panied by Trufwell, who recommended me in the ſtrongeſt 
manner to Mr. Brown, and then took leave of me with 
tears in his eyes. — This, Sir, is a part of my hiſtory, and 
the reaſons which moved me to leave England ; but be- 
tore I conclude, I beg leave to tell you, that my 7 
: ner, 
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Aſter, who is one of the fineſt young ladies I ever aw, 
talked to me frequently concerning one Captain Buſſivell, 
whom ſhe had ſeen one evening in the Mall; and by the 
deſcription ſhe gave of him, you, Sir, ſeem to be the ö 
happy man. 
our ſtory, Madam, replied Buſavell, is very mov- 
ing; but you are, in my opinion, to blame, for having 
ſo raſhly reſolved to ſeclude yourſelf from the world: Be- 
fore you had put this reſolution into practice, you ought 
to have ſounded his lordſhip's intentions ; for who can 
tell but that he, after having had ſuch a ftrong proof of 
your virtue, would make honourable propoſals to you? 
For my part, though I have no connection with him, I 
dare be bound that he will do you all the juſtice imagin- N 
able, provided you will return with me to England; I will i 
take care that he ſhall know nothing about you, till I learn 
how he is diſpoſed. Or mo - 
I am obliged to you, Sir, anſwered I ; but I am deter- 
mined not to countenance his lordſhip any more ; his at- 
tempt upon my honour has put it intirely out of my power 
to love him, That attempt, replied he, might have been 
owing to the exceſs of his love, tho' the inequality of 
your fortunes, and perhaps the remonſtrance of friends, 
hindered him from making you honourable propoſals. 
— However, fince you decline to return home, let me in- 
at you to refrain from going into a convent three or 
Nur months; before the expiration of which you may 
poſſibly be of another way of thinking. FH | 
IT was now pretty late, and all hands went to ſleep. I N 
had no ſooner lain down, than I began to think whether | 
or no I ſhould continue to impoſe upon the captain, who 
was a man of good principles in the main. But, reaſoned 
1 with myſelf, what have | to do with either good or bad — 
principles; money is my chief end : Though the captain sn 
is complaiſant, and ready to do me a kindneſs, it is per- 
haps with a fraudulent defign. Befides, my cafe was al- 
together fictitious, conſequently had no real ſervice for 
him. All I wanted was the ready, of which his honour 
could not be wholly deſtitute. F 5 
Ix os next morning in good health, for the ſea agreed 
with me very well, and going into the great cabin, 1 
found breakfaſt ready upon the table. The captain, after {| 
breakfaſt, reſumed the thread of his laſt night's diſcourſe, j 
and ſaid, I hope, Madam, you have conſidered ins. of 
3 what 
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What I have propoſed, with regard to my lord. I have 
conſidered of it, Sir, replied I; but I find it impracti- 
cable to hve out of a convent ; for my circumſtances are 
ſuch, that ] cannot ſubſiſt a fortnight out of ſome chari- 
table place, without incroaching upon my cloaths and 
Jewels. That objection Ill ſoon remove, Madam, faid 

he, by letting you have a competency to maintain you 
in either Holland or Flanders; till I ſhall learn how his lord- 

ſhip ſtands affected, if you'll be pleaſed to let me know 
his name, and where he lives. I told him I would, and 
give him a letter to my lord's fiſter before we ſhould 
part. But whether his generolity was the reſult of a com- 

_ Paſſionate ſoul, moved by the melancholly ſtory I recited 
to him, or the hopes he might have conceived that 1, in 
caſe of a reconciliation, ſhould procure him a footing 
with my lord's ſuppoſed fiſter, I will not pretend to de- 

termine. Be this as it will, he treated me very civilly. 

Having landed at Flelvoelſſuys, the captain and | went 
aſhore, where I lodged over night. My landlady, who 
ſpoke very good Engi/h, entertained me very agreeably, 
and made me acquainted with a Dutch gentleman lately 
come from Rotterdam, to tranſat ſome buſineſs at Hel- 
woetſluys. 1 asked him if he had been acquainted with Mf. 
Brown, of the Suſannah. He anſwered in the affirmative, 
and that he dealt very largely with him. But pray, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, have you any connection with Mr. Brown F 

Les, Sir, anſwered 1, I ſet cut cn board the Suſannah ; 
but being timorous, Mr. Brown adviſed me to go aboard 

the man of war, which lies off here. When I left Eng- 
land, I had draughts upon merchants in Rotterdam, par- 
ticularly upon Mr. Herman van Hoven, factor for the Eng- 
liꝶ there; and as Mr. Brown is better acquainted with 

the nature of exchange than me, I let him have theſe 
draughts for his note of hand, payable upon our arrival 

at the aforeſaid port. If you know any perſon here that 
would advance me money upon this note, I would be 
highly obliged to you, being very much pinch'd for want 
of cath. Pray, Madam, ſaid he, let me fee the note. 
After he had peruſed it, and knew it to be Brown's hand- 
writing, he paid me the contents, ſaying, that he was 
glad to have an opportunity of obliging Mr. Brown, I 
thanked him in terms that expreſſed my acknowledgment _ 
of the ſingular favour he had done me; and told him, 

that I would ſignify to Mr. Brown, how ready he was to 

22 7 | accept 
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na Kecept his note. Being thus miſtreſs of five hundred 


pounds, I went to bed very contentedly. Before I roſe 
next morning my Dutchman was gone, to my no ſmall ſa- 
tisfaction ; for had he ſtaid till Buſſivell, who ſlept aboard 
his ſhip, came aſhore, he might perhaps have hinted, that 


he had paid me ſuch a large ſum, and thereby deprive me 


of the captain's intended bounty. About nine of the 
clock he came, and told me, that he had agreed with a 
boat to carry me to Willamfladt, where it was agreed 1 


ſhould ſtay privately for a few days, till he had provided 
a proper place for me. Before we parted, he gave me 


two hundred pounds, and promiſed to be with me next 
morning. I had no ſooner landed at Williamſtadt, than I 

Hired a poſt-chaiſe, and ſet out for Breda, and from thence 
to Ghent, where I became a member of a convent, leay- 


ing Bufſwell, Brown, and Vanhoven, to make fruitleſs in- 
quiries about me, and refund themſelves the beſt way 


END of Numsezr I. 
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